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heprobate Silver 


by C. STACEY WOODS 


a STORY OF God's dealing with His 
people is partly concerned with individ- 
uals and groups which began strong—in 
the first joy and strength of true dedica- | 
tion to Christ. There was the ecstasy of 
struggle across that cold plateau of high 
endeavor where vision is great and pur- 
pose pure—where hard sacrifices go al- 
most unnoticed. 

Victories were won in those days, new 
outposts of God established in enemy 
territory. The banner of Christ’s cross} 
was raised on new frontiers and beach-| 
heads. 

Then came that necessary period of} 
consolidation and organization. Supply | 
lines had to be established, better condi-| 
tions for the troops provided. News of | 
the advance reached home and congrat- | 
ulations and good wishes poured in. | 
There was thought that a war had been} 
won—instead of a battle. The capitula- | 
tion of an outpost was mistaken for the| 
surrender of the citadel. 

And hearts ceased the struggle and al-| 
most unconsciously began a descent from | 
disciplined devotion to the lush valleys} 
of self-awareness, indulgence, and spir- | 
itual lethargy. Men looked backward in- 
stead of forward, retreated from the out- | 
post while they imagined they were 
pressing forward into enemy territory. 

We too are liable to retreat. 

In this decline we may decline. Our 
silver can become dross, our wine mixed 
with water (Isaiah 1:22). We may be 
recalled from active service. The Cap- 
tain of our salvation may have to reject 
us as no longer usable and trustworthy. | 

Sometimes loss of spiritual power, of 
divine commission for service is the re- 
sult of open sin. Sometimes the depar- 
ture of the Shekinah glory, the token of 
divine rejection, is caused by idolatry— 


Continued on page 35, column 3 





Hepercu sions 


Is This World Our Concern? 

“Is this world our concern?’ I should 
say it is—and high time Christians real- 
ized it! Congratulations to writer Hog- 
lund and to His for the challenging 
article in the February issue. 

Toronto, Ont. E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


I think that Mr. Hoglund has effec- 
tively answered the inference of Dr. Kiss 
that the gospel of Christ should not be 
preached in relation to world problems. 
Certainly our Christianity deserves no 
less than its rightful position as a com- 
prehensive view of life, and are we not 
responsible for presenting the messsage 
of salvation as a part—the very central 
part—of the whole counsel of God ? 


Grand Rapids, Mich. CLIFTON J. ORLEBEKE 
I congratulate Gunnar Hoglund for 


his splendid article concerning the social 
import of the gospel. It not only crystal- 
lized the thought of Dr. Carl Henry’s 
recent book on the subject (‘“The Uneasy 
Consciene of Modern Fundamental- 
ism’’), but made it more comprehensible, 
understandable, and challenging. 

Wayne, Mich. Jon H. Roucn, M.D. 


Editor’s Quotidian 

I enjoy the column ‘‘Editor’s Quotid- 
ian,” but can’t quite get the meaning of 
the name. According to Webster's Col- 
legiate Dictionary, Sth edition, guotidian 
means ‘‘daily, recurring daily.’ I can't 
see the connection and wish you would 
enlighten me as to the meaning of the 
word as Dr. Smith uses it. 
Corvallis. Ore. ROBERT G. ZIEGLER 

The initial column under this title 
(HIS, January, 1948) recounted Cotton 
Mather's advice to young preachers to 
write down every day in a notebook some 
item from their reading which was worth 
permanent reference. And the author of 
the column added, "So in these columns, 
from month to month, | would like the 
privilege of just placing before Christian 
college students some of the things that 
I have found worthy of jotting down for 
future reference...’ —Eb. 


Marx Analysis: Pro and Con 

The article on Marxism [ His, Decem.- 
ber and January} bears out what Dr, 
Emil Brunner told a small group of us 
at a meeting in New York a little over 
a year ago: Communism is not a sort of 
applied Christianity, for it seeks to pro- 
claim the fruits of Christianity in its 
propaganda without recognizing the 
Lord of the Christian faith. ... 


New Haven, Conn. Mary E. Woop 
In the article “Marxism: an Analysis 


and Criticism,” Keith McDonald stated: 
“Whether capitalism ends at all, or 
whether it ends with a bang or a 
whimper, is of no smmediate concern to 
the Church of Jesus Christ.” 

Listing the feeding of the hungered, 
the clothing of the naked, and the giving 
of the thirsty drink, Jesus said: ‘‘Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” If capitalism causes un- 
necessary poverty (which the author does 
not deny ), it behooves Christians to work 
not only toward correcting the outward 
results but also the capitalist economic 
system itself or substituting a better in its 
place. Our witness on the campus will 
not be strong, if we study Scriptures giv- 
ing the social implications of the gospel 
and then go about with “no /mmediate 
concern” over present economic and po- 
litical factors! 


Ann Arbor, Mich. DonzeL E. BETTS 


Help for an ““M.K.~ 

I ama “'Missionary’s Kid” from India, 
and I had never seen a magazine like 
this one before. It was rather like a slap 
in the face to go to college in “Christian” 
America, and be taught to believe such 
things as the theory of evolution.... 
Your little magazine has helped to over- 
come doubts that crept in now and then. 
Minneapolis, Minn. RuTH AMSTUTZ 


Diet of Solids 

Keep at least 50 per cent of the mate- 
rial on the “seminary” level. We expect 
students to do solid thinking in every 
other department in university life, and 
we should give them really solid material 


in Our approach to them.... 
North Vancouver, B.C. R. F. MCMURRAY 
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From the Inter-Varsity Bookshelf: 


Before You Marry, Pray 


I married an unsaved man. I had a 
very definite call to the mission field, and 
I knew only too well that a Christian 
girl has no right to marry a non-Chris- 
tian, but worldliness had crept in. My 
daily prayer life and Bible reading were 
neglected almost entirely. 


Once I attempted to break our engage- 
ment. I knew it was wrong. But when I 
saw the pain it caused him, I decided I 
couldn’t go through with it. 


So we were married. 


He went to church with me, but I 
couldn’t enjoy worldly things with him. 
The third year of our marriage found 
me in such spiritual dearth that I could 
hardly live with myself. I thought ser- 
iously of suicide. Things went from bad 
to worse until one night my husband 
wrote down a list of adjectives describ- 
ing my disposition. They were far from 
complimentary, but bitterly true. That 
was the climax. 

Next day I came to the end of myself. 
Something had to be done. I could not 
go on like this any longer. In desper- 
ation, I flung myself to my knees. 


There, God in His wondrous mercy, 
met me. It was like being saved all over 
again. 

Shortly after that, God—again in 
wondrous mercy—saved my husband. 
But despite his being saved—for which 
I shall never cease to praise the Lord— 
the bitter truth is that God had never 
intended that we should marry. Conse- 
quently, although we both love our 
Bibles, both study and pray, there is very 
little fellowship in these things.... 
When problems come up, we do not take 
them to Him together. . .. We both pray, 
but only alone. My disobedience in mar- 
tying him has caused him—as well as 
me—to suffer. My sin has been par- 
doned, but still we must reap what I 
sowed, 


If I had only prayed before I married, 
things would be very different now. 


—Adapted from The Problem of Marriage 














W 0 ARE THE most teachable people 
in the world right now? 

If willingness to learn is any criterion, 
the Japanese are. Missionaries, chap- 
lains, Christian GI's—all who have been 
in post-war Japan—recognize the hun- 
ger of these people, emptied of their 
past ideologies, for something stable 
upon which to build faith and hope. 

An American chaplain expressed it 
this way: “There is a great revolution of 
thought going on in Japan. The chief 
stage is Tokyo, and we who are here 
have box seats to watch the operation. 
Our grief is the lack of leaders to guide 
the revolution.” 

These leaders are now beginning to 
come forward. 

Hundreds of Christian service men 
and women stationed in Japan after the 
war volunteered their services and money 
to present Christ as the only answer to 
the spiritual dilemma of these intelli- 
gent, seeking people. With evangelical 
chaplains and a few American mission- 
aries, they began a missionary movement 
which has now developed into a per- 
manent organization known as the Far 
Eastern Gospel Crusade. 

This movement of enthusiastic sol- 
dier-missionaries might well be the best 
thing that came out of World War II. 

As an indication of just how great 
that revolution of thought in Japan is, 
let us remember that even before the 
war, Christianity was practically out- 
lawed in educational circles. Propaganda 
officials warned young people and chil- 
dren of the danger which Christianity 





the best thin 


THAT CAME OUT OF THE WAR 


by Margaret J. McNaughton 


presented to their nation, and terrorized 
them into not attending church or Sun- 
day school. Richard Terrill Baker says 
in Darkness of the Sun: “Teachers ad- 
vised their students to stay away from 
the churches. Children who went to Sun- 
day school were jeered at in the public 
schools on weekdays, and there were 
even cases of school authorities using 
their power over a student’s enrollment 
in a government institution as a threat 
in case the student persisted in his 
Christian practices.” 

It is no wonder, then, that Christian 
missionaries were thunderstruck when 
—soon after the war—the Education 
Department of the City Office of Matsu- 
yama invited them to speak before the 
principals of all the schools in the city 
and its environs. They spoke to about a 
hundred principals concerning true 
Christian education and presented the 
simple gospel. Even better—they were 
asked to return for a time of discussion, 
when the Japanese educators talked eag- 
erly about the hope which the mission- 
aries’ words had brought into their 
bewilderment. Since then, the mission- 
aries have been flooded with invitations 
to speak in the very schools from which 
they were formerly banned; many of 
these invitations they cannot accept for 
lack of time and energy. 

This complete reversal of attitude has 
come about to a large extent because Jap- 
anese educators find that they have noth- 
ing to teach their students. Old theories 
have come up lacking and they are look- 
ing for truth. 


Of course, the Japanese do not find i 
easy to reconstruct their whole thinking 
from a Shintoistic to a Christian philow 


foun 
bodi 


phy. Mrs. Anne F. Dievendorf, now a} j¢1. 


missionary with the Far Eastern Gospel 


| that 
Crusade, points this out in telling of he the 


experiences with young, educated Jap} 


anese. 

She had talked to one young ma 
three times and thought surely he would 
soon come to the light of faith. But a 
she talked to him, he became restless, 
closed his Testament, and was about to 
leave. He pled, “Don’t tell me any 
more! If I hear any more I will have to 
admit that all I have thought was true 
and all I have built up is false, and it 
is very painful. I cannot bear it!” He 
left, but returned within a few hours to 
tell her, “I am ready to hear the rest... 
I know my thinking has been false, and 
I want to be led to the truth.” 

Another who had heard the gospel for 
the first time declared: ‘When Japan 
was defeated, I thought it all over and 
weighed it carefully and came to a 
knowledge with my Aead that it was bet- 
ter for Japan to be defeated, but my heart 
would not assent to it. It was tearing 
down so much that I had held precious 
and all that I had been taught. But when 
I heard a talk about the Creator and His 
plan for Japan and that He has a plan 
for my life, I somehow found myself as 
senting to whole defeat; confusion of 
mind is giving way to peace.” 


A tural school teacher who had | 


hunted three hours to find the mission- 
ary’s house said she wanted to hear mort 
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about the Jove Mrs. Dievendorf had 
spoken of when she visited her town. 
As the missionary began to speak of 
Jesus, the teacher broke out, “I have no 
power to believe in Jesus! During the 
war we teachers were given an intensive 
wurse in the study of our national reli- 
gion, I was taught the glory and good- 
WAR) ness of the ‘Sun-shining-goddess’— 
taught that she was the true God, des- 
tined to rule the world—that she is good 
ind kind, just as you say of Jesus. I 
nm believed it with all my heart, and then 
at the close of the war we were taught 
' that these were all myths. The whole 
‘findit| foundation of my faith crumbled. I 
AKIN } found my heart empty with dark fore- 
nhilose-| bodings of atheism. I have nothing left. 
now | if] put my trust in Jesus, may I not find 
Spel | that He too is false, and again awake to 
-Of het | the fact that I am deceived 2” 
d Ja! ‘That teacher was eventually brought 
| to faith in Christ—but thousands of 
§ mat} others like her will be excellent ground 
Would | for Communistic atheism if they are not 
But ts} frst reached with the truth, 
estless, | 4 scientist called in question for war 
Out {0 | crimes because of his prominence in 
© 4) | poison gas experiments, also applied to 
ave (0 | the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade. With 
s true his face in his hands, he said, “I am sorry 
an It } to have you see me like this. I don’t like 
*" He |‘ break down. I have gloried in my 
urs (0 | sientific research, I have traveled over 
‘t+ | America and Europe and have many 
, and | sientist friends, I felt satisfied that I 
could settle every problem with science, 
but with the defeat of my country and 
api | ay own life called in question, I find 


pel for 


“f ane | | have nothing to comfort me—nothing 
to i | to give life to my poor soul. Is there 
ne - anything in Christianity that will help 
y ei 


me in my distress ?’’ Stripped of his the- 
caring | oties, he was led to repentance and faith 
‘ECIOUS | in Christ, 

vie University students in Japan are think- 
id His | ing deeply, One admitted, “Night after 
: plan | sight I have gone up on the outside ver- 
elf a | toda of our dormitory and looked off 
on of | into space. It seemed to me that a person 
of my intelligence and education ought 
| 0 be able to find the way out. I would 
teason, There must be a Creator, a pow- 
more | erful Being—and I would feel that I 


19.48 HIS, APRIL, 1948 


» had 
ission- 














had made one step in the right direction. 
Then—if there is such a Being—what 
is my relationship to Him? But I could 
not build the second step. The words 
seemed to come back and mock me, and 
I would go back to my room, disap- 
pointed.” He asked the missionary, 
“Could you help me build the steps?” 

That is Japan’s self-acknowledged 
need today: educators and leaders to help 
them build the steps to God! 

Many are seeking—unaided—for help 
in Christianity. A group of young men 
in a mountain town formed a Bible read- 
ing club and asked the missionaries to 
come and tell them more. The insistence 
of the call induced the overworked mis- 
sionaries to accept. The leader of the 
group arose and addressed them, “We 
have waited long for your coming. 
While we were waiting we sent away for 
New Testaments and have been reading 
twice a week, trying to help each other 
understand. But there are many things 
we do not quite comprehend—especially 
one thing: Tell us—what is the mean- 
ing of the Cross, and what is its relation- 
ship to us?” 

There were fewer than ten evangelical 
missionaries in Japan after the war to 
answer that question for a disillusioned, 


soul-hungry people. 
The Japanese even applied to the 


American Army for spiritual help. One 
Japanese government official asked an 
American officer, “Since MacArthur is 
bringing experts to study other phases of 
our life here—political, educational, 
and social—couldn’t he bring someone 
to help us out of our spiritual haze?” 

The American replied, “We are or- 
ganizing clubs and we will have more 
sports, more radio programs, more public 
dance halls, and more wine gardens. We 
will soon have a society just like Amer- 
ica!” But the Japanese turned away in 
deep disappointment. 

Then General MacArthur did make 
a call for those who could help the Jap- 
anese spiritually. He asked for a thou- 
sand missionaries. By December 1, 1947, 
the Roman Catholics had sent 1220, 
Protestants only 220. Meanwhile the 
Communists had not been slow to see 





the opening. At the close of the war they 
had sent the Japanese soldiers in Man- 
churia to Russia for indoctrination. Now 
they were sent back to teach Communism 
as the answer to the spiritual longings 
of the Japanese people. 

But Jesus promised, “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled.” He 
had His own unique plan. That was 
where the Christian GI's came in. Some 
of them had been doing missionary work 
elsewhere in the Far East; plans for start- 
ing the Far Eastern Bible Institute and 
Seminary in Manila were already under 
way. So it wasn’t long before mission- 
aries—desperate for help—and the 
Christian GI's and chaplains—who were 
looking for opportunities to serve Christ 
—found each other and started working 
side by side. 

Their initial methods were strictly 
evangelistic: GI Gospel Hours, Youth 
for Christ rallies (some designed pri- 
marily for service men, others for the 
Japanese), and street meetings. Then, 
recognizing the hunger of the Japanese 
to learn, they branched out into a wide 
teaching ministry. They started Sunday 
schools and taught weekday Bible classes 
—many GI's with only high-school edu- 
cation teaching Japanese university stu- 
dents the simple truths of the gospel. 
In response to the desire to learn Eng- 
lish, service men and missionaries began 
Gospel-English schools, with the accent 
on “Gospel.” ‘This is a pencil” was only 
a preparation for “This is the Way”! 

Probably the finest thing which the 
GI's had a part in starting was the Japan 
Biblical Seminary. It all began when 
Chaplain L. E. Sweet came to the mis- 
sionaries and said, ‘I have a concern on 





Missionary Writer 

In 1945, Margaret McNaughton wrote a 
couple of articles about how her missionary 
brother and his family suffered during the 
war in a Japanese concentration camp in the 
Philippines. In 1948, she has told in this 
article how Christian GI’s in Japan and the 
Philippines are showing the love of Christ 
to their former enemies. Marg’s sister Betty 
and husband are active in the work of 
FEBIAS, described in the above article. Mar- 
garet is a member of the editorial staff of the 
Moody Monthly and plans to be a mission- 
ary writer. 



















my soul for the work that we Americans 
are doing. It may be very fine for the 
moment, but what about training the 
Japanese young people for Christian 
service? I can neither eat nor sleep for 
thinking of the need of a Bible school.” 
Accordingly, a building was secured and 
repaired, and classes began in April, 
1946, with fifty enrolled; there are now 
seventy. Japanese pastors taught in the 
school, but the GI’s have had a keen in- 
terest in it, aiding its support and desir- 
ing that it shall be a real bulwark of 
evangelical faith and evangelistic out- 
reach, 

As other specialized missionary proj- 
ects were launched, including an or- 
phanage and several medical missions, 
the conviction grew in the hearts of these 
soldier-missionaries that God had a 
more than temporary work for them to 
do in Japan. One by one they began to 
hear the call of God to go back to Japan 
after they left the service and to con- 
tinue the missionary work which they 
had begun. It was logical to them that 
God should send them over there to a 
wide open mission field which they 
otherwise would not have considered. 

Now over two thousand Christian 
GI's and a sizable group of evangelical 
chaplains are organized as the Far Eastern 
Gospel Crusade, to see that the job they 
started in the Far East gets done. The 
Crusade is under the leadership of three 
former chaplains: Leonard E. Sweet, 
president; George S. Hixson, vice-presi- 
dent; and Leon W. Hawley, executive 
secretary. 

GI missionaries are starting with the 
sound principle of training nationals to 
reach their own people, They are not in 
competition with existing gospel work, 
but plan to co-operate fully with other 
mission boards in providing special serv- 
ices for evangelism which individual 
boards might not be able to undertake, 
such as seminaries, orphanages, medical 
clinics, publishing centers, and book 
stores. Their program is open to any 
number of specialists: teachers, preach- 
ers, evangelists, radio specialists, chil- 
dren’s workers, musicians, writers, oper- 
ators of printing presses, salesmen, exec- 
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utives to head evangelical institutions, 
doctors, nurses, and any other type of 
worker for which a need may arise. 
This movement was originated by, but 
is by no means limited to, veterans. The 
returning GI’s are anxious that young 
people who are already well-trained for 
these lines of work shall take up the 
task which they have had to lay down 
in order to finish their education. The 
Far Eastern Bible Institute and Seminary, 
started in January in Manila, is especially 
in need of teachers. The Crusade’s nine 
printing presses in Japan are not yet in 
use because there are none who are 
trained for publishing. And Japan’s high 
schools and universities present an un- 
equalled opportunity for trained Chris- 
tian leaders with the love of Christ in 
their hearts to help Japanese students 
“build the steps to God.” (Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship is represented in 
Japan by Miss Irene Webster-Smith. ) 
Former Chaplain Leonard E. Sweet, 
president of the Crusade, in a recent in- 
terview gave his evaluation of the move- 
ment: “It is obvious that God has done 


You can probably answer most of these ques- 
tions at first sight. But can you give the scrip- 
tural basis for your answer? Try these; then 
check your findings against the answers on 
page 13. For every valid answer (even if not 
exactly what the author had in mind), give 
yourself 5 points. Anything above 80 is good. 


1. How do we show our love for God? 

2. How can we be sure we know God? 

3. Does Jesus understand our tempta- 
tions ? 

4, How can we increase our peace? 

5. When are we entitled to be called 
friends of Jesus? 

6. What is the whole duty of man? 

7. Why is faith necessary in the Chris- 
tian life? 

8. What is faith? 

9. How do we get faith? 

10. How does faith express itself? 


twenty questions: 





it. We had hundreds of Christian gg, 
diers working for the cause of Christ jp Bve 
the Far East with no expense to aay son, 
mission board. The GI’s represent a crog} Chri 
section of denominationalism and a ge just. 
graphical cross section of the county,| who 
They have the compassion of Chrig.| word 
Who would be better qualified to a do s¢ 
back to launch a far-reaching mission} In 
ary work? We now feel the mandate of} come 
the Holy Spirit... . Our aim is to spex.| relig 
head evangelical Christianity to all th) real 
world. . . . We care not about credit} TI 
We want to prepare for His coming!” 

These Christian veterans believe thi 
they have found a workable plan by 
which to supply the leaders to guide the 
spiritual revolution in the Far East. The 
have vision, ingenuity, and above all 
love. Through them missionary service 
is again reaching the status of a soldier's 
job. 

Christians interested in work in Japan| ¥" 
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by Ada Hoelscher 


11. What faith is dead? 

12. When is inaction sin? 

13. Why should we ask God for what 
we need? 

14. When does God draw near to us? 

15. Why are our prayers answered? 

16. What must be our relation with out 
fellow-men when we pray? 

17. If an answer to our prayer does not 
come immediately, how should we 


feel ? we 
18. Why is it necessary for all to te of 
pent? evi 


19. What do we gain by confessing and 
forsaking our sin? 
20. How can we overcome temptation? 
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very STOIC was a Stoic,” cried Emer- 
son, “but in Christendom, where are the 
Christians?” His reproach was not un- 
just. There have always been too many 
who profess the truths of Christianity “in 
word and in tongue” and too few who 
do so “in deed and in truth.” 

In different words the same reproach 
comes to us today: ““There are plenty of 
religious people, but there aren’t many 
real Christians.” 

This is a serious matter. The Bible 
does not mince words about the worth 
of “salt which has lost its savour’— 
people who profess certain beliefs in 
theory but show no practical evidence of 
them in their lives. It is made more 
setious by the gravity of the times in 
which we are living (and would that 
everyone realized just how grave they 
ate!). When we seek to lead men and 
women to Christ, our inconsistency rises 
up to condemn us. Bitter experience 
teaches us that endless arguments make 
litle real impact, and we plead in vain 
with skepticism and apathy; but again 
and again students are introduced to 
Christ by contact with a truly Christ-like 
life. 

Some of us have been deeply con- 
cerned about this, and have felt that there 
isan urgent need for clearer standards of 
conduct and a more distinctive quality of 
life among Christians today, We asked 
ourselves: ‘Is there anything simple and 
practical that we can do about it ?” 


We turned first to our Bibles, remem- 
bering that we acknowledged Holy Scrip- 
ture to be “the supreme authority in all 
matters of faith and conduct.” 

Then our thoughts went back into 
history, to the long succession of brave 
men and women who bore the flaming 
toch now handed to us. At times, we 
aw, the tide of God's Spirit flowed ir- 
tssistibly among men, and at just such 
times of spiritual renewal and vitality 
We found the true character and quality 
of Christian living to be most clearly 
vident. In contemporary records we 
found what men then believed and how 
they lived. From such documents, par- 
ticularly those of the Puritans and early 
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a live ae 


by Roland Hart 


Methodists, we put together, with a little 
modernization, the thoughts set out be- 
low, in the hope that they might guide 
and inspire us in an hour of great need. 

We are conscious of a clear responsi- 
bility, as Christians, to put into practice 
our professed belief in Holy Scripture 
as “‘the supreme authority in all matters 
of faith and conduct.” 

We readily do this, for we have freely 
entered into the New Covenant. We no 
longer live unto ourselves, and we are 
not our own. Our task is no less than 
to call men, in Christ’s stead, to be recon- 
ciled to God, showing them in our lives 
the light of our knowledge of the glory 
of God. Since we have the hope set be- 
fore us of seeing Him as He is, we can 
set before ourselves no lower standard 
than to be like Him. 

Since we believe that it is obedience 
in action that God desires of us, we are 
convinced that all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ and assent to the doctrines 
of Holy Scripture should give evidence 
of the same 


BY AVOIDING EVIL IN EVERY FORM, SUCH AS 
In speech: 
speaking evil of others behind their backs 
speaking carelessly and unguardedly 
using exaggeration and misrepresentation 
In spending time: 
in useless talk, aimless reading, and trif- 
ling 
In spending money: 
spending more on ourselves than is nec- 
essary to do God's work 
not paying bills promptly 
buying or selling illegally 
In relation to other men: 
doing to them what we would not have 
them do to us 


doing anything which may cause unneces- 
sary offense or put difficulties in the 
way of another 

giving expression to snobbery 

In our own lives: 

any activity that cannot honestly be car- 
ried out in awareness of the Lord’s 
presence and in expectation of His 
coming 

all softness and needless self-indulgence, 
and neglect of physical health 

all pride and self-assertion, and pretend- 
ing to be better than we are. 


BY DOING ALL POSSIBLE GOOD, SUCH AS 
In general: 
being a pattern and example of what is 
good, remembering that we are called 
to be servants and not rulers 
In honoring all men: 
by giving to any in real physical need 
in the measure that God has given 
to us 
by giving to all in spiritual need, in- 
Struction, encouragement, or reproof 
by treating with purity, honor, and con- 
sideration members of the other sex 
by showing due honor and respect to 
parents, professors, and older people; 
and also to servants 
by honoring those of other races 


In loving the brotherhood of Christians: 

by being ready in love to correct any 
who are at fault 

by being equally ready to accept such cor- 
rection ourselves 

by speaking frankly among ourselves 
concerning our faults 

by considering others always before our- 
selves. 


IN BEING OBEDIENT TO LAWFUL AUTHORITY— 
BOTH CIVIL AND ACADEMIC 


In our own lives: 


being completely reliable in word and in 
action 

by using our money, time, and other as- 
sets as a trust held from God 

by keeping a clear conscience towards 
God, examining ourselves from time 
to time to save us from self-deception 
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In obeying God in all things rather than 
men, denying ourselves and taking up 
our cross daily, ready for all men to say 
all manner of evil against us falsely for 
the Lord's sake, remembering His words: 
“Whosoever forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple.” 


BY FEARING GOD AND OBSERVING HIS ORDI- 
NANCES, MORE ESPECIALLY, 

In loving Him with all our hearts and 
strength and minds and souls; and in 
loving our neighbors as ourselves 

In keeping the Lord’s day 

In joining in the public worship of God 
and in coming regularly to the Lord's 
Table, unless unavoidably prevented 

In being faithful and consistent in private 
prayer and in studying the Bible 


We believe that God plainly calls us 
to do these things, and that we have 
included nothing that is not explicit in 
Scripture, These are no man-made rules, 
nor are they exhaustive, for they call 
everyone to search the Word of God for 
himself. Nor are we insensible that if 
this is to help us to glorify God through 
obedient and disciplined lives, we need 
first and always the gracious and reviv- 
ing work of the Holy Spirit in every 
heart. Indeed, we know that all these 
things can only be the fruit of the Spirit, 
and that without Him all our striving is 





suggestion. Don’t just read these pun, 
gtaphs and forget them. Read the 
daily, measure your life by them, and 
there be no self-deception. Fight againg 
that worst and most subtle form of }y. 
pocrisy: the holding of truth in theoy 
and the negation of it in life! As a grey 
Christian leader once wrote to his help | 
ers: “Do not mend our rules, but ke! 
them, To do this, you will need all th 
grace and all the sense you have, andi 7 
From first to last, remember that ; 


have all your wits about you.” 
is only by the grace and power of Goi 


In upholding and adorning the pure gospel 
and the sound form of doctrine which is 
given by God. 





in vain. 





























) EAR HEAVENLY FATHER, Thou who dost neither slumber 
nor sleep, I thank Thee for Thy protecting care during the 
night watches and for the dawn of a new day. Cleanse my life 
now of every stain of yesterday's sin and create in me a clean 
heart. The hours of this day are golden, for with their passing 
they are gone forever; therefore unfold to me the plan for 
their life. Let me not mar that plan by any omission of service 
because of fear, timidity, or unwillingness; let me add nothing 
to it which mere human impulse or selfish ambition dictates. 
My life is but one, but as Thou didst multiply the lad’s meager 
luncheon so that it was enough to feed thousands, with food 
to spare, so multiply my life that it, through prayer and rich 
self-giving, may bless multitudes. 


Dear Lord Jesus, touch me before the hurrying world 
touches me, so that the fever of baste and restlessness may 
leave me and I may rise and minister unto others with a still 
heart, testifying through my life of the blessed heritage of 
peace Thou didst bequeath us. Teach me to enjoy life not so 
much through the retrospection of a dead past and the antici- 
pations of an uncertain future as through a hearty separation 
of my whole being unto the things and people of the living 
present. 


We would make one more practical 


a morning prayer... 









that we may take even one step in th 
right direction. END, 


by Ruth Paxson 


COPYRIGHT, 1908. REPRINTED BY PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR. 
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Tender Father, I thank Thee for the many lovingkini- ; 
nesses and tender mercies with which Thy children are co-\ 
stantly crowning my life; today may I be as kind, good, a} . 
thoughtful to others. There will be many weary, discouraged} 
tempted, lonely, heartsick, needy ones in the crowd tody.\ | 
O tender Son of man, live in me, so that, as I pass through,| , 
I may feel the touch upon the hem of my garment, and ht) | 
smile, a letter, a word, a touch of sympathy and love, mee 
the need and satisfy the longing of some human souls. Ifii| | 
i 


be only a cup of cold water for one of Thy little ones, let m 
carry it for Thy sweet sake, and tonight may I hear Thee sa, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of thes 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


Today my life may be the only Bible some person wil 
read. So teach me how to understand and incarnate Thy truth, 
that my life may be a living message, written with the Spiti 
of the living God. Today, precious Christ, let me become mott 
like Thee, and let each tomorrow be but a daily transformation 
into Thy image, whom, having not seen, I love, until that 
promised day comes when I shall be really like Thee, for! 
shall see Thee as Thou art. Dear Father, grant these petition 
in the name of Thy dear Son, the little babe born in Bethlehem 
two thousand years ago and one day born in my beart. Ame. 
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I, THE JULY, 1947, issue of His ap- 
peared a most engaging and fair ap- 
praisal of current theological trends by 
Dr. C. Norman Bartlett [Which Way is 
Theology Going?}. For bringing before 
His readers these important schools of 
thought (Neo-Orthodoxy, Ludensianism, 
Neo-Thomism) both the author and our 
editor deserve real praise. But I was 
struck by one aspect of the article on 
which I feel moved to comment, namely, 
the author’s tendency to measure each of 
the above-mentioned schools by a yard- 
stick, one end of which seems to be 
labeled ‘‘Fundamentalism,” and _ the 
other “Modernism.” The author leaves 
the reader with the impression, apparent- 
ly shared by many, that these two posi- 
tions are ultimate criteria of theological 
truth and falsehood. Thus, Fundamental- 
ism becomes synonymous with truth. 

As a Biblicist, I should like to ques- 
tion the validity of this facile yardstick. 
In fact, Biblical theology would inquire 
whether Fundamentalism and Modern- 
ism ought not to have been included with 
the “modern trends in theology” and, 
like the others, be subjected to scrutiny. 

In order to judge the truth of a the- 
ological position, one must have—I pre- 
sume—some criteria, These must come 
tither from man or God—or both. Cri- 
teria. derived from philosophy, the 
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fundamentalism: az rigne? 


by Earl A. Loomis, dr. 


sciences, and individual experience may 
be proposed; yet none of these is valid 
to judge the Queen of the Sciences. Only 
God's revealed truth bears the indispen- 
sable stamp of authority for this task. 

If this be so, we are faced with a 
dilemma which, so far as I can see, can 
be answered only by agnosticism or 
faith. The agnostic may say sincerely, “I 
would like to believe, but—since I can 
never come to know for certain—I must 
reserve judgment on ultimate verities.” 
The Christian believer must say, “Even 
though I cannot prove the divine truth, 
I do believe.” Thus, the agnostic affirms 
a neutrality of suspended judgment, the 
Christian a courageous trust. “Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief” must 
remain a crucial sentence in our confes- 
sion of faith—else we perish either in 
self-deceptive certitude or the intolerable 
void of skepticism, And only the Holy 
Spirit of God can sustain a man who 
ventures out on faith—apparently alone. 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

To ask for a faith the truth of which 
can be rationally demonstrated is to com- 
mit the spiritual error which underlies 
both Modernism and Fundamentalism. 
To believe the self-evident is no more 
an exercise of faith than to recognize and 
use the theorems of geometry. From 
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modernism: all wrong ? 


man’s point of view, faith is and must 
ever remain a leap into the dark. Though 
faith is not denied the right to a dog- 
matic system of theology, it is by defini- 
tion unshackled from the sort of reason- 
ing required to achieve absolute certi- 
tude. Let us therefore confess our faith, 
and believe it, and live it—but let us 
never deceive ourselves by imagining that 
our faith is entirely demonstrable by 
means of reason or history or science or 
psychology. Let us rather have trust in 
the God of our faith, “believing where 
we cannot prove’’—not, as some mis- 
guided apologists have it, “proving 
where we cannot believe.” 

Since Modernism has tried to water 
down theology to fit current scientific 
theories and Fundamentalism has some- 
times denied, decried, or distorted scien- 
tific truth to make it fit the Bible— 


Psychologist-Theologian 


Dr. Earl A. Loomis, Jr. was born in Minne- 
apolis and earned all four of his degrees— 
A.B., S.B., M.B., and M.D. at the University 
of Minnesota. Along the way, he put in a 
year at Princeton Seminary. After serving bis 
internship in Boston, Dr. Loomis became 
Resident Physician in Psychiatry at the West- 
ern State Psychiatric Institute and Clinic in 
Pittsburgh. He lists his hobbies as “photeg- 
raphy, book-collecting, choral singing, ama- 
teur gardening and stonemasonry, liturgics, 
and philosophy.” After further work in bis 
Special field—psychiatry—Loomis looks for- 
ward to service for the Lord in Korea. 








neither can stand up as utterly sound 
when tested by the Bible. 


Modernism professes to be undog- 
matic, and this is altogether true of her 
theological statements, which are flexible 
and subjective, to the extent of making 
one wonder what is uniquely Christian 
in their position. The confusion becomes 
complete since this school continues to 
use the traditional orthodox vocabulary, 
liturgy, and creeds, but redefines them 
until they come to mean something en- 
tirely different. Changing the creed 
would not in itself be deceptive; chang- 
ing its meaning while retaining its words 
most certainly is. To some, such phrases 
as ““The Fatherhood of God,” “The Di- 
vine Master,” ““The Kingdom of God,” 
and “The Resurrection of the Dead” 
have long since ceased to connote their 
historically legitimate meanings and have 
come to stand for something entirely new 
and different. This modernistic employ- 
ment of the mask of orthodox termi- 
nology leads to a deceptive confusion. 


An additional error of Modernists is 
looseness in theological thinking. Some 
of them find no difference in equating 
scientific and sociological progress with 
the Kingdom of God, and “man’s high- 
est yearnings and loyalties’ with the 
Deity Himself. This is only another ex- 
pression of the basic difference from 
orthodoxy: their fundamental denial of 
God's transcendence. 


—_—————————— a aeneenemeneneennseimmemmenmmll 





iia, OF COUNSELOR POSITIONS are 
open to college and university students inter- 
ested in doing Christian camp work among 
children and teen-age young people this sum- 
mer. The camps are sponsored by the Inter- 
School Christian Fellowship of Canada and 
are located in Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Alberta, and British Columbia. For further 
information, those interested may write, stat- 
ing their qualifications, to Marshall Bier, 
Camps Secretary, 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 
5, Ontario. 


A mission in St. Louis, sponsored by the 
Salvation Army, is in need of a qualified 
social caseworker who is a consecrated Chris- 
tian. The mission has a vast ministry, and 
therefore the position represents a great op- 
portunity for the one who has a zeal for soul- 
winning. The salary is on the professional 
level. Graduates in this field who are inter- 
ested are urged to write to Envoy Charles W. 
Smith, 4525 Elmbank, St. Louis 15, Missouri. 


Modernism, however, has virtues as 
well as vices. She has served to remind 
us that the after-life is not all that the 
Christian must attend to, that Jesus was 
vitally concerned with men’s bodies as 
well as their souls, that our social orders 
and our economic systems are under 
God’s surveillance. She has admitted the 
contribution of science to our knowledge 
and she has not felt threatened by new 
discoveries. And sometimes, even while 
denying historicity to Bible stories, she 
has found in them new and profoundly 
stimulating religious significance. She 
has revived interest in the meaning to 
the individual of his beliefs, insisting 
that it is necessary that each person dis- 
cover for himself the meaning of his 
creed for both faith and life. 

Hence, we see in Modernism a moral- 
ism of high order based on humanitarian 
motives, using many of the fornis of his- 
toric Christianity, but sometimes denying 
its supernatural wellsprings. 

Now, what of Fundamentalism? She 
is not immune to certain just reproaches. 
She has often arrogantly set herself up 
as a supreme tribunal of truth and pro- 
nounced her excommunications upon 
others. At times she has been too willing 
to confuse credal conformity with new- 
ness of life in Christ. She has dismissed 
as Modernistic any teaching that was not 
in all points identical with her own. In 
her evaluation of others and herself, 
peripheral details have too often taken 
precedence over central issues. This in- 
flexible type of dogmatism probably dis- 
guises an underlying insecurity, for she 
has felt menaced by scientific discoveries 
and sociological and psychological the- 
ories. While viewing science on the one 
hand as an enemy, she has still been will- 
ing at times to foster pseudo-science 
where it promised to produce results to 
corroborate Biblical history. She has 
sought this support wherever she could 
find it, as if the Christian needed an ex- 
ternal prop. When one apologetic pillar 
quakes she may shift to another, all the 
while asserting that her creed and con- 
victions are true—first because of, later 






in spite of, the discoveries or theories iy 
question. 
Above all, she has tended to profes 
the complete reasonableness of her faith 
and in her apologetics has sought to 
tablish the Christian faith on ration 
grounds, all the while eschewing the 
monumental rational systems erected by 
Aristotle and St. Thomas. She has sought 
to possess the Bible and God as objective 
data, forgetting that the supernatun 
must be “‘spiritually discerned.” She his 
tended to erect a new legalism through 
espousing puritanism, despite loud pro. 
testations of salvation by grace alone, 
With all her error, Fundamentalism 
has been faithful to her charge and main. 
tained (and sometimes against tremen. 
dous odds) the great bulk of Christian 
truth, passing it on to each new genen- 
tion. Her evangelistic zeal is unexcelled 
in fervor, and Fundamentalists realize 
perhaps more than any other group the 
eternal worth of men’s souls and the u- 
gency of bringing the gospel to men 
now. Despite her distrust of ecumen- 
ical movements, she has founded one of 
her own which promises to encircle the 
globe. In this regard she has recognized 
what some ecumenicists forget: that pur- 
ity of basic doctrine built on the Chris 
tian revelation is a spiritual prerequisite 
to unity. She has emphasized the respon- 
sibility of each individual to God, and 
the priesthood of believers. She has en- 
couraged and achieved among her fol- 
lowers a higher level of Biblical literag 
than is found in any other Christian 


gtoup of her size. She has uniquely te- | 


vived interest in the Second Advent of 
our Lord. 

No absolute measure of theological 
truth, as some of her adherents might 
try to make her, Fundamentalism repte- 
sents a Biblical orthodoxy which does 
not yet seem to have attained to philo- 
sophical maturity or to have fully awak- 
ened to the dynamic implications of het 
profound theological roots. Most of all, 
she needs to abandon her search for ex- 
ternal “proofs” and return to the faith 
that dares to plead: “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief.” END. 
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The following story is a composite of detailed accounts by 
three “Bell College” students of what is happening on that 
Profess campus. 





Ts Is THE story of what God has done 
on one midwestern campus in just one 
semester, of how a spiritual awakening 
came because nine students were faithful. 

We'll call it Bell College. When 
school opened last fall, the nine active 
members of the Bell Christian Fellow- 
ship got together to carry out plans they 
had made at the close of the term last 
spring. During the program of freshman 
orientation, they got permission to pre- 
sent their chapter to the new students. 
Then those of the new group who 
wanted to know more about the activities 


it of | of the Fellowship were invited to a spe- 


| cal session, at which one of the members 
spoke briefly about the purpose and pro- 


aith | 


“ve; 
ND. 
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gram of IVCF. About thirty freshmen 
showed up. 

The first Tuesday of the term saw the 
beginning of the daily twenty-five-min- 
ute prayer meetings, and the vast spiritual 
blessings that came to the school in the 
following weeks can be traced to the 
gteat volume of prayer which went up. 

A few days later, the thirty freshmen 
who had come out to the initial presenta- 


| tion of Inter-Varsity were invited to a 
Picnic in their honor. Bicycling, softball, 
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and a round of strenuous games were 
followed by a picnic supper and an an- 
nouncement of the time and place of the 
regular meetings. 

It was an unspectacular beginning, to 
be sure. 


The first week in October brought the 
first visit to the campus of a well-known 
Bible teacher. The executive committee 
had arranged with him to bring a Bible 
message each week for eleven weeks. 
Sixty students attended that first lecture, 
and the campus began to buzz! Here was 
a scholar who énew the Truth, who made 
it plain that Christian students need not 
apologize for believing the Bible to be 
God’s infallible Word. Here was one 
who was not afraid of questions about so- 
called difficulties and discrepancies. He 
had met them himself, and knew how to 
answer them for others. 

This strong, apologetic approach had 
an immediate reaction. It gave the Chris- 
tian students new courage. They aban- 
doned the obscure corners where they 
had been hiding and came out with a 
bold, strong offensive for the Lord Jesus. 
Instead of apologizing for their Chris- 
tian stand, they suddenly realized that 


they had nothing to be ashamed of. They 
began to realize that their foundation 
was the unshakable Word of God, and 
they began to tell the whole campus. 

They began to seek out opportunities 
to strengthen both chapter and individ- 
ual testimonies. They asked for—and got 
—permission to conduct one of the week- 
ly vesper services on their campus, and 
they used the time to present the gospel 
of certainty in Christ Jesus. When the 
college newspaper published a take-off 
on the Bible teacher, the group took ad- 
vantage of the publicity and followed it 
up with an announcement in the dining 
hall, inviting everyone to attend the lec- 
tures. 

Then they realized that they needed 
to become better founded in the Word 
of God themselves, so they began a Bible 
study discussion group for Sunday after- 
noons. 

The effect on the non-Christian stu- 
dents was electric. Instead of scoffing at 
the Word of God and at Christianity as 
they had been taught to do, they began to 
ask serious questions about the Christian 
life, to give thoughtful consideration to 
the claims of Christ and of the Bible. 
Numbers of them attended the lectures. 


The Inter-Varsity members knew that 
no one else was going to follow up the 
witness. It was up to them to seek defi- 
nitely to win these interested students 
for Christ. So they began to witness 
everywhere to the saving power of the 
Lord Jesus. 

One night in one of the men’s dorms, 
after a three-hour discussion about 
Christ, two men definitely found the 
Lord. One was Carl, a Colored basket- 
ball star, whose conversion that night 
was the result of the faithful witness of 
three people: a girl who worked with 
him in the kitchen and two fellows from 
the group. It had taken weeks of witness 
to win Carl. But within three weeks after 
his conversion, he had led two others 
to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus. His 
is a radiant, practical faith which has 
transformed him from an indifferent 
non-believer to the kind of man who isn’t 








afraid to speak to his track coach about 
the things of the Lord. 

The president of the group led Don 
to the Lord, after he had witnessed to 
him for several weeks. Now Don has the 
kind of unashamed witness that has re- 
sulted in his giving a bold, powerful 
testimony in his speech class, outlining 
the way of salvation. 

Two freshman girls were marvelously 
saved when they got up in the middle of 
one night to read their Bibles together. 
God spoke to them through His Word, 
and now both of them are active in wit- 
nessing. One of them had come from a 
strong church but had never seriously 
considered her need for a Saviour before. 

The lectures ended just before the 
Christmas recess, but the spiritual bless- 
ing didn’t stop then. The new Christians 
went home to witness for the first time 
to their families and friends—and came 
back rejoicing in the power that the Lord 
had given them as they took their stand 
for Him. 

And the witness on campus continued. 
In the first two weeks after the Christmas 
vacation, three more students found 
Christ as Saviour—two of them the result 
of a new prayer-group begun by two of 
the coeds. 

Since the beginning of the school year, 
there have been eighteen definite con- 
versions as the result of the witness at 
Bell, and there are many others who for 
the first time in their lives have consid- 
ered seriously the claims of Christianity. 
Right now, a number of others—some 
of them popular leaders on campus—are 
very near to a definite acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour. 

Because students at Bell prayed, be- 

cause they studied God’s Word intelli- 
gently enough to leave behind their 
defensive position, because God sent a 
capable messenger, because the Chris- 
tians witnessed boldly, it happened. God 
has blessed the seed-sowing and the culti- 
vation at Bell, and the harvest is well 
begun. 
What about your school? Are you 
praying? Are you studying the Bible? 
Are you testifying? 

God will do His part. 
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END. 


by Lambert 6G. McClintic 


= COMMANDED His disciples to 
pray. Yet He taught that “your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him” (Matthew 6:8). 
Many a Christian logically asks the ques- 
tion, ““Why ask God for things we need, 
if He knows about it before we ask?” 
It seems to him foolish to pray to the 
God who, infinite in wisdom, knows be- 
fore ever we pray whether or not we will 
get what we ask. 

In the light of the contradiction, what 
should the Christian do? Should he just 
ignore prayer and let the natural course 
of events take place? Or, should he go 
through the rote exercise of prayer sim- 
ply because God commands it? Or should 
he pray in faith believing that God will 
answer according to His promise? 

If we passively wait for the plan of 
God to work out by the natura] course 
of events, we are disobeying His com- 
mand. For He has clearly revealed His 
desire that His children pray. Immedi- 
ately after saying that God knows what 
we need before we ask, Jesus commands, 
“After this manner therefore pray ye” 
(Matthew 6:9). Then follows the exam- 
ple of the disciples’ prayer, “Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name, etc.” We are told to pray without 
ceasing in I Thessalonians. In Ephesians 
6:18 the injunction is repeated, “Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit.” The commands of Scrip- 
ture to pray are so many and so clear 
that failure to pray is disbelief of God’s 
Word and disobedience to it. Disbelief 
and disobedience constitute sin. 





| 
the ({‘ontraiction of |! lhraver 


| 
| 
| 


Although God requires and encow. 
ages prayers of thanksgiving, joy, and 
praise, we are considering only prayer in 
the sense of asking for what we need| 
That word need is one of the keys to th 
solution of our problem. God does noi 
promise to give us all that we want. Us| 
doubtedly one of the reasons that many 
requests seem to be unanswered is thi 
they were not for a true need. Paul con: 
cludes his letter to the Philippians a 
suring them that “my God shall suppjj| 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4: 
19). The resources of our Father ar 
more than enough to meet the Christian’ 
needs. But only He knows the need. A 
car would normally be considered a need 
for a traveling preacher. Yet I onc 
heard a traveling evangelist say that God 
had never given him a car for his wotk 
In spite of this, he always got to wher 
he needed to go and many souls wet 
won to Christ as he hitchhiked over the 
country. What may seem to us to bei 
need may not be one in the light of out 
heavenly Father's wisdom. We today 
need to echo the ancient request, “Lord, 
teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). 

Finally, we pray because God has de 
termined that His will is to be done by 
prayer (Matthew 6:10). God has givet 
to us this means of obtaining these needs 
which He intends for us to receive. The 
infinite God could meet our needs it 
some other way if He so desired. But 
prayer is the way that our Father's inf 

(Continued on page 13, column 2) 
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™ you Christian students today 
lies an Opportunity to reach the whole 
world for Christ! The future leaders of 
the world have stormed the gates of 
America from all over the globe. The 
men and women who will mold the 
political, economic, and religious think- 
ing of their homelands are right here 
among you. If they leave America with 
the saving knowledge of Christ, these 
students can be far more effective wit- 
nesses than any outsider could ever hope 
to be. 


Reaching these students with the gos- 
pel is your responsibility. 

If you go to a foreign land as a mis- 
sionary, it will take years of training 
and preparation. Then, after many more 
years of difficult study in the field, you 
will know enough of the language, his- 
tory, and culture of the people to tell 
them in very elementary terms about your 
Saviour. You will be able to talk to 
country people—the uneducated, the 
poorer classes who come within sound 
of your mission station and decide to 
see the queer foreigner. And what a 
thrill that will be! But, unless you are 
most unusually gifted, you will never 
be able to speak to the educated leaders 
and the officials; they look with disdain 
at foreign intruders with atrocious ac- 
cents, 


But right now, perhaps just down the 
hall of your dorm, is a foreign student 
who is a representative of the progres- 
sive and educated groups of his home- 
land, He can understand your English, 
and you need not study his history and 
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FOR YOUR CAMPUS 


by Hong C. Sit 


manners in order to approach him—he 
has come to learn yours. You see, he is 
a seeker and learner who has come thou- 
sands of miles to acquire special knowl- 
edge in his field, and incidentally to dis- 
cover what makes America what she is. 
He is eager to imitate the sophisticated 
American manners and speech and, like 
a group of Chinese students in Cali- 
fornia who attended a local Sunday 
school out of curiosity, he would like to 
know something about the faith of this 
“Christian” nation. What greater knowl- 
edge can you offer him than the knowl- 
edge of God and life eternal, while he 
strives to attain the knowledge of atoms 
and technical skills? 

As fellow students sharing classrooms 
and dining halls, you and he have much 
in common. You can understand each 
other now, better probably than you 
would ever again. You can reach him 
more effectively than anyone else can 
later. If his home is in the Orient, he 
has just left a nation that has seen much 
turmoil and unrest, a nation that now 
wavers at the crossroads of political, eco- 
nomic, and spiritual decisions that will 
determine her future for years to come. 
Missionaries report a hungering for the 
Word of God such as has never been 
seen, On a ship carrying a contingent 
of Chinese Air Force officers who had 
been studying in America, the U.S. 
Chaplain found to his surprise that al- 
most everyone wanted a copy of the New 
Testament, and all were eager to hear 
the gospel message. Unlike the cold, in- 
different American troops, these men felt 


a spiritual need, and some accepted 
Christ on that voyage. 

Meanwhile, the times are urgent. 
While the indigenous churches of these 
nations are only small, for the present 
skeptical unbelief and western material- 
ism have not gained a foothold. An 
ominous political situation threatens on 
all sides, and only God knows how much 
longer it will be before the doors are 
shut against the preaching of the gospel. 
Today the future leaders are here, eager 
to learn from America everything she 
can offer. 

There is a gifted young Chinese pro- 
fessor of music at a university in north 
China, exerting a good influence for 
Christ on his campus. He was in the 
IVCF group at Michigan. On the other 
hand, in another Chinese city a group 
of recently returned scholars have 
founded a church with English services, 
after the manner of many such churches 
they knew in America. They wanted to 
keep up their use of the English lan- 
guage, and they find the local Chinese 
churches too simple and evangelistic for 
their tastes. When these men were seek- 
ing new ideas abroad, no one reached 
them with the gospel of salvation. Now 
that they have returned as accomplished 
scholars, they want to propagate that 
general type of superficial religion which 
they saw in so many American churches. 
They look with disdain at the local 
churches and foreign missionaries now. 
The opportunity to reach these men for 
Christ ended with their departure from 
American campuses! This was the Chris- 









tian students’ responsibility, and the 
Christian students with the help of God 
could have reached them and many 
more. 

“It sounds good, and I’m willing, but 
how can I go about it?” you may ask. 
“Are we not doing enough in our Bible 
studies and other campus activities?” 


The truth is, no. For the ordinary 
methods suitable for American under- 
graduate students are inadequate for the 
foreign student who is usually in the 
graduate school and is too busy to mix 
in ordinary campus affairs. Then too, he 
does not understand your English very 
well, and he does not have enough Chris- 
tian background to appreciate your meet- 
ings. The foreign student, like everyone 
else, receives numerous printed invita- 
tions and advertisements by mail from 
people and organizations which he does 
not know or care to know. If you were 
to go to Istanbul to study, you would 
hardly feel inclined to attend a public 
Mohammedan meeting where you did 
not know a soul. 


Special effort, with an emphasis on 
personal friendliness, is the only means 
of contact. 

Witnessing to foreign students de- 
mands a campus program that is keen to 
take every opportunity to reach them. 
It is not a matter to be relegated to one 
or two students who have had experience 
abroad or who have some knowledege 
of a foreign language. It is the respon- 
sibility of every Christian on the cam- 
pus, and there are certainly many things 
every Christian can do. Of course it will 
involve sacrifice and hard work. It will 
mean that we must learn to take a real 













Tae sit was born in St. Louis twenty-six 
years ago, and born again at the St. Louis 
Chinese Gospel Mission when he was twelve. 
He earned his BS. in 1943, with highest 
honors in chemistry, at the University of Illi- 
nois, where, he says ,"The Lord used the 
IVCF to lead me into a deeper and vital rela- 
tionship with Himself.” After serving with 
the U.S. army in China, he got his discharge 
in that country in order to join the staff of the 
China IVF. He returned to the U.S. last fall 
to study at Faith Seminary, and is at present 
Serving as part-time staff member for IVCF 

among Chinese students in the East. 


interest in people who are strange and 
alien to us, and it will mean that we can- 
not continue to segregate ourselves into 
little cliques with our own circle of 
friends in a corner of the campus. But 
Christ did not save us to relax on a bed 
of ease. He did not call us to follow a 
path of least resistance. He has placed us 
on campuses that have become the cross- 
roads of the world, and He has promised 
us wisdom and power to witness to His 
name to all men, even to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

The first thing to do is to pray for your 
foreign student friend, and ask God to 
lay a burden on your heart for his soul. 
No force in the world apart from the 
love of Christ can move you to persevere 
in the way you must if you are to win 
him; no power can win him but the 
Spirit of God. As you pray with others 
for this vital mission field, the Lord will 
open doors. A sudden interest without 
God-given concern will, however, soon 
languish like a passing fad before any 
effective effort has been made. 

Then you can be a real friend to the 
foreign student. Strike up an acquain- 
tance with every one you can, and culti- 
vate that friendship. You will probably 
find that he is quite friendly and ex- 
tremely courteous. (Most of them are.) 
But because he finds everything different 
here and may sense some sort of preju- 
dice against him, he may feel shy and 
not be inclined to participate in social 
activities in this country. But you can let 
him know you have a real love for him 
and have no selfish motives in being 
friendly. Show him you want to help 
him because Christ loved and saved you, 
and taught you to love all men. The first 
few times you try, the response may be 
cold and discouraging, but you must per- 
severe. The foreigner cannot help but 
be suspicious of someone who would 
care to put himself out for him for no 
apparent return. Endeavor to have din- 
ner with him, and strengthen these ties 
whenever you can. When a holiday 
comes along, try to invite him home for 
a week end. It is not unusual for a for- 
eign student to spend many years in 
America without ever seeing a Christian 





home. But no more eloquent argumen, 
can you present than the silent testimony 
















































of the home where Christ is the Head Se 
Out West, a Christian woman hy ’ 
found a great ministry in inviting Chi. } go 
nese Air Force cadets to her ranch home | pip 
on the week ends. After hiking and | ch 
sight-seeing tours, groups gather in th } io 
evenings for a Bible study and many | ho 
have come to see Christ as their Saviour | wo 
when they have seen how He lives in | sel 
the lives of His servants and in the pages F sa 
of Scripture. But there are foreign su. } to 
dents everywhere who have never had | en 
the chance to see either of these, One} gta 
Christian student, recently arrived from pa 
China, had given up hope that Ameria | th 
had anything more than a shallow} 
paganism masquerading under Christian 
names until he finally met som } ic: 
IVCF'ers. His stay in this country might | pz 
have been a period of spiritual downfall | an 
if he had not been found by classmates | (I 
with a friendly interest. yo 
And you can witness to him of Chris. | & 
When you have gained his confidence } i 
and shown your genuine love and in- | fc 
terest, talk personally and frankly about | th 
the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
word of caution is well in order here. | py 
Do not, above all, give the impression } st 
that you are asking him to accept Amet- | «& 
icanism in the form of Christianity, in | m 
place of his own culture. It is only } ip 
natural for men who have never been | h 
born again to look upon Christianity a | « 
the American heritage, just as Hinduism | | 
and Islam constitute the bases of the civ: | b 
lization of India, and Confucianism is | g 
the cultural legacy of which the Chinese | i 
can well be proud. Do not make destruc | is 
tive criticisms of the religion of the for | d 
eign student’s homeland. What you may | a 
have heard about it may be an unfair | a 
representation and, while he may not be | i 
an adherent of that faith, he will count 
it a matter of national honor to defendit | s 
against all attacks. Do not argue, anddo | | 
not stress apologetics unless he asks ques: | f 
tions. Do not use “technical” terminol- | t 
ogy such as “grace” and “the Lamb of | 2 
God” because his language may haveno | ¢ 
equivalent for those terms. Do not a | 1 
sume any Biblical knowledge on his patt, | | 
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as the average foreign student knows as 
much about the Bible as you do of the 
Vedas or the Koran. 

What you must give him is the simple 
story of Christ and His love, Witness to 
him from the Bible, and show him how 
Christ, the unique Son of God, had come 
to die that sinners might live. Show him 
how he, as well as everyone else in this 
world, is a sinner who has alienated him- 
self from the only true God and cannot 
sve himself. Be careful when you talk 
to foreign students to speak slowly and 
enunciate clearly. Use simple and under- 
standable terms. (Incidentally, it will 
pay to make a special effort to pronounce 
the names of your foreign classmates 
correctly.) 

Above all, witness by your life. Amer- 
ican ways and western food may be un- 
palatable for the stranger, but he can 
and will notice a life that shows forth 
Christ. Illustrate what you say by the way 
you live, and show why you live as you 
do by what you say. You must be so 
filled with the loveliness of Christ that 
foreign classmates will come and seek 
the unknown something which you have. 

The IVCF group can present a special 
program to meet the needs of foreign 
students. Through your personal inter- 
est and invitation you can bring them to 
meetings on the campus. At a university 
in the East, a weekly Bible class is being 
held for Chinese students; several have 
come to a saving knowledge of Christ. 
In a Western state a similar class has 
been started for Siamese students. It is 
generally better to have separate meet- 
ings for each national group, since there 
is little in common among foreign stu- 
dents. A mixed group tends to become 
4 symposium of comparative religions 
and cultures rather than a common seek- 
ing after truth in Christ. 

A further word of caution is neces- 
saty here. Bible study groups are not 
begun by simply announcing such 
plans and expecting foreign students 
to come. It may begin very humbly, 
and God must lead the way. But the 
opportunity will come, if the Bible is 
used in witnessing. One student in New 
York visited a foreign classmate once a 
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week for an evening of study of the 
Word, One class for Chinese students 
started with only three members. It was 
simply a matter of interesting a few 
classmates in investigating the claims of 
Christ and finding out what the Bible 
has to say. 

After an evening of fruitful discus- 
sion, you may persuade your friends to 
meet with you again the following week 
to do the same. If they have gained some- 
thing from the time spent together, they 
will return and bring friends with them. 
And there is your great opportunity to 
present them the gospel of salvation in 
Christ, and teach them from the Bible. 
You can get these students to come in 
this way when they would not think of 
going to any regular meeting or church. 

Finally, you must begin right now to 
pray and act. For the time is very 
short. Most of the foreign students come 
to America for only one year's graduate 
study to gain a master’s degree. They 
may want to stay longer, but financial or 
political problems at home prevent it. 
Many transfer to a different school be- 
fore you get a chance to know them, A 
single school year with its busy demands 
and distractions is a very short time. 

To the man of God the fields are even 
now “white already to harvest.” For cer- 
tainly the Christian filled with the love 
of Christ uses every opportunity to wit- 
ness for his Lord. He could scarcely find 
a better opportunity than now. The sad 
cry of Jeremiah for the lost sheep of 
Israel was, ‘The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved.”’ It 
need not be that way on your campus. 
For the Lord has put you in a place where 
students all about you are hungering for 
they know not what; He has commanded 
you to reach them for His sake, and He 
has promised you all the power and wis- 
dom you need, You can be a most effec- 
tive missionary right now on your cam- 
pus. END. 


The Contradiction of Prayer 
(Continued from page 10) 

nite wisdom has determined. The whole 

of Scripture testifies to this truth. The 

imprisonment of Paul and Silas in Phil- 


ippi illustrates this. It must be recognized 
that God could have prevented them 
from being cast into prison. After they 
had been imprisoned God could have 
freed them at any time and in any way 
that He desired. Yet it was about mid- 
night when they were praying and sing- 
ing hymns that the earthquake came and 
the fetters were loosed (Acts 16:25-26). 
Prayer was the means of release. 
Prayer is like a highway between two 
cities. It is the only means by which we 
can get from one city to another. We 
have the car, the gasoline, the road map, 
and the ability to drive. Yet, unless we 
use the highway we will never arrive at 
the other city. In the same way, if we 
would have God meet our needs we 
must use the means (prayer) that He has 
provided. END 
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Answers to Twenty Questions 
(Questions on page 4) 
1. By keeping His commandments. 1 John 
3:3 
. We keep His commandment. 1 John 2:3 
. He was in all points tempted as we are. 
Hebrews 4:15 
. Through knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. II Peter 1:2 
. When we do whatsoever He commands. 
John 15:14 
. Fear God and keep His Commandments. 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
. Without faith we cannot please God. 
Hebrews 11:6 
. Faith is the evidence of the things for 
which we hope. Hebrews 11:1 
. By hearing; and hearing comes by the 
Word of God. Romans 10:17 
. In the works we do. James 2:14-18 
. When it hath not works. James 2:17, 
20, 26 
. When we know to do good, and do not 
do it. James 4:17 
. Every good gift comes from God. James 
a:17 
. When we draw near to Him by cleans- 
ing ourselves from sin. James 4:8 
. Because we keep God’s commandments. 
I John 3:22 
. One of forgiving love. Mark 11:25, 26 
. Wait patiently. Psalm 37:7a; 27:14 
. Because all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. Romans 3:23 
. Mercy. Proverbs 28:13 
. Watch and pray. Matthew 26:41 








In the February HIS, Gunnar Hoglund answered an emphatic “yes” to the question "Is This 
World Our Concern?” On a related topic—that of the relationship of groups of believers with 
the state and other secular organizations—Dr. Kiss presents a very different point of view. 
The fact that the author lives in Russian-controlled Hungary gives his thesis added interest. 





THE WORLD AND 
THE CHURCH 


by Ferenc H. Kiss 


In this article the concept of the 
church (ecclesia) refers to all bodies of 
Christians, whether small or large, which 
follow the New Testament principles 
whether they are called denominations, 
fellowships, associations, assemblies, or 
some other name. The main evidence for 
a New Testament church is not creed, 


a4 


doctrine, or belief, but the fact that the 
members are Biblical, evangelical Chris- 
tians in both life and witness. 

All other human organizations—so- 
cial, political, educational—even those 
with the best of social or moral inten- 
tions, belong to the world; the largest 
of these organizations is the state. 





I, THE PRESENT condition of the civyi- 
lized world, especially in central and | 
eastern Europe, we distinctly see that the 
world and the church are more and more 
being separated from one another. This 
separation has been introduced by the 
new political systems—beginning with 
the French Revolution, Hitler and Mus. 
solini were independent of church in. 
fluence. It is well known that the Soviet 
government from the very beginning | 
completely separated itself from the 

Orthodox Church which had had tre. 


mendous influence under the czars. The | 


present governments in the Russian-con- 
trolled zones are also refusing church 
influence in their practice. 

It may well be that the separation 
spirit will spread, and therefore it is 
eminently important that both Christians 
and governments see distinctly their own 
spheres of authority. If both see clearly 
their own spheres, disputes will be pre- 
vented and benefits will accrue to both. 
The Mission of the Chureh 





The example of Jesus, the writings of | 


the Apostles, and the practice of the first 
Christians (cf. Acts) distinctly show 
that the only mission of a true church is 
to preach the gospel without addition or 
subtraction and to edify the members 
in the knowledge of Christ and in the 
Apostles’ doctrine. Simply expressed, the 
true church will never go outside of the 
two covers of the Bible, 

By keeping true to this mission, the 
church will produce faithful individual 
Christians who will enter all spheres of 
human life and endeavor to represent— 
not their own individual denomination 
or church—but Christ and the truth. 

When Christ stood before Pilate, He 
represented the truth; He did not rep 
resent His disciples or the future church. 
Likewise Paul represented before the au- 
thorities and on the Areopagus not the 
church at Antioch or Jerusalem but 
Christ and the truth, including his own 
mighty, personal spiritual experiences. 
When he related his experience on the 
road to Damascus, he was not boasting 
but was confirming his right to speak by 
divine authority. 
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Civi- 





The church as a whole must be satis- 
fed with this Biblical mission and must 
pray that her members will be faithful 
and true witnesses in that part of the 
world in which the great Sower, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, has planted them. (“He 
that soweth the good seed is the Son of 
man; the field is the world; the good seed 
are the children of the Kingdom” Mat- 
thew 13:37-38.) 

The Mission of the State 

Biblical Christians agree that the legal 
authorities of the states, whatever politi- 
al systems they represent, are ordained 
of God. Their mission is to keep order 
and peace by regulations and arms. 
Whatever political system they follow, 
they are the servants of God (cf. Ro- 
mans 13). A government has authority 
from God to punish any person or any 
group which is in opposition to the com- 
mon morals or the public order. 

Obviously, then, the Biblical church 
never gives the state reason to interfere 
with her; she does not oppose morality 


_ or public order. Similarly, no authority 
| of any government has the right to per- 


secute churches or Christians because of 
their faithful Biblical witness. 

In this way the government of the 
true church is outside the sphere of the 
state, The state tells its subject, “If you 
commit murder, you will receive a cer- 
tain punishment,” and if the subject 
commits the crime, the state puts into 
effect the law. The church, on the other 
hand, preventively educates her mem- 
bets not to sin against God or man; but 
if the members do sin, she preaches to 
them repentance, restitution, and with 
Jesus, “Go, and sin no more.” 
Mistakes of the Church, 

Past and Present 


It is evident that the Greek Church, 
Roman Catholicism and various Protes- 
tant denominations went beyond their 
Biblical mission and left Apostolic lines 
when they united, more or less, with the 
different states and formed so-called 
state churches, History proves that, par- 
allel to their gain in political power and 
Wealth, came a loss in real, spiritual 
character; they became largely political 
and financial organizations with vast es- 
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tates. All these state churches influenced 
their states to suppress or persecute those 
Christians who did not go beyond Apos- 
tolic lines, the free churches or sects. The 
story of the French Huguenots (St. 
Bartholomew's Night) and the emigra- 
tion of the nonconformists of England 
and Holland are well-known historical 
examples of this. Free churches and in- 
dividual Christians were persecuted be- 
fore the Russian Revolution and before 
the end of the last war in the so-called 
Russian-controlled zone (Baltic coun- 
tries, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, Yugo- 
slavia, and Bulgaria). It is well known 
that the Greek Church collapsed in 
Russia very soon after the Great Revolu- 
tion (beginning 1917). 

However, parallel to the Great Revo- 
lution and unknown to most Anglo- 
Saxon peoples, a great spiritual revival 
swept Russia and resulted, according to 
leading Russian Christians, in nine or 
ten million Biblical Christians. This 
fact proves that not Christianity but 
merely the outward appearance or shell 
of Christianity collapsed in Soviet Rus- 
sia. The Stalin Constitution of 1936 
guaranteed a practically satisfactory reli- 
gious liberty in Russia, and today thou- 
sands of small Christian meetings and 
churches exist in Russia. It is quite evi- 
dent in Russia today that the testimony 
of these Christian groups is far better 
than that of the previous State Church. 


The Greek Orthodox Church, Roman 
Catholicism, and the large Protestant 
churches did not collapse in the Russian- 
controlled zone as the Greek Orthodox 
Church collapsed in Russia, but they all 
lost their vast estates and their political 
power. This was true not only of the 
vast estates of the church but also of all 
large land holdings. However, it is true, 
although not known by many western 
Christians, that all of the established 
churches in the Russian-controlled coun- 
tries receive large amounts of money 
from the present governments in ex- 
change. The greatest spiritual change in 
all Russian-controlled countries is that, 
parallel to the established churches, all 
free churches in those countries will in- 


crease, because an ever-increasing num- 
ber of people are participating in the 
meetings and conferences of these 
churches, The hoped-for result would 
be such a great spiritual revival in these 
countries as came to Russia between 
1918 and 1925. 

But the large, established churches in 
the Russian-controlled zone are very 
much dissatisfied with the present condi- 
tion. They have done everything pos- 
sible, both by reports to news agencies 
and by their own religious or political 
agents, to misinform the Western coun- 
tries. They are fighting at home and 
abroad to retain at least their influence 
in the state. But these disputes are over 
matters which are not within the sphere 
of the church, according to the teaching 
of the Bible. Instead of creating positive 
results, the dissatisfaction of the church 
has provoked the present governments 
and has produced vain conflicts, as, for 
example, the case of Archbishop Stepinac 
in Yugoslavia, 

The well-known case of the German 
Protestant minister Niemoeller is one 
of the most instructive examples with 
respect to this problem. Niemoeller 
represented the so-called Confessions 
Church in Germany. Instead of preach- 
ing only the pure gospel, when Hitler 
was in power, Niemoeller and his min- 
isters used their sermons to criticize the 
Nazis. The Apostle Paul also had his 
“Hitlers” in the persons of the Caesars, 
Claudius and Nero, but we never find 
in his epistles a criticism of them, al- 
though we read in Acts 18:2 that Claud- 
ius expelled the Jews from Rome. 

Niemoeller went beyond the teachings 
of the Bible when he disputed with Hit- 
ler concerning the education of the Ger- 
man youths, All of us in the Russian- 
controlled countries have a similar situ- 
ation. Christian children under eighteen 
are not allowed to attend meetings with 
their parents, and the free churches can- 
not operate any Sunday schools at all. 
But instead of disputing with our gov- 
ernments, we educate our children in the 
Christian faith at home. Niemoeller was 
in Hitler's concentration camp not be- 
cause of the truth or his personal faith, 





but because he claimed a different mis- 
sion than that of the church. In the 
bright light of New Testament teaching 
we could criticize the policies of any or 
all of present-day governments, but the 
Bible certainly does not teach that any 
religious organization has the right to 
dispute with the government just because 
it does not sanction its methods. 

It is worthwhile to note that those 
German Christians and free churches 
which refused to co-operate with the 
Nazi system where it tried to exert au- 
thority over the sphere of the church 
were not put into concentration camps; 
they were able to preach the gospel dur- 
ing the entire Nazi regime. In the same 
way the Hungarian Christians did not 
co-operate with the representatives of 
Hitler during the Nazi occupation, but 
they preached the whole Bible as before 
and continued the fellowship with He- 
brew Christians. 


Conelusions 

The Christian church must be inde- 
pendent of the world—spiritually, finan- 
cially, and legally. Whether the church 
is large or small, it must follow the pat- 
tern of the Apostolic churches. 

History and the present European ex- 
periences prove that when the church 
combines her activity with the national, 
social, political, or economic programs, 
she loses at the same time her spiritual 
power, for it was when these activities 
began to dominate that the church be- 
came a part of the world. 

In the present crisis of Europe, in- 
cluding Russia and the Russian-con- 
trolled zone, it wasn’t Christianity that 
collapsed but only the influence and 
power of churches which went beyond 
their God-given sphere. As a matter of 
fact, the testimony and effectiveness of 
the real spiritual churches has increased. 

The church as a body must be satis- 
fied with its Biblical mission—to 
preach the gospel and to build up true 
and faithful witnesses. The Great Sow- 
er will use these individuals in the large 
field of the world. The “good seed” is 
not powerful churches; it is the children 
of the Kingdom of God. END. 
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I. HAS PLEASED the Lord to teach me 
a truth the benefit of which I have not 
lost, for more than fourteen years. The 
point is this: I saw more clearly than 
ever that the first great business to which 
I ought to attend every day was, to have 
my soul happy in the Lord. 


The first thing to be concerned about 
was not how much I might serve the 
Lord; but how I might get my soul into 
a happy state, and how my inner man 
might be nourished. For I might seek to 
set the truth before the unconverted, I 
might seek to benefit believers, I might 
seek to relieve the distressed, I might 
in other ways seek to behave myself as 
it becomes a child of God in this world; 
and yet, not being happy in the Lord, 
and not being nourished and strength- 
ened in my inner man day by day, all this 
might not be attended to in the right 
spirit. Before this time my practice had 
been at least for ten years previously, as 
a habitual thing, to give myself to prayer 
after having dressed myself in the 
morning. Now I saw that the most im- 
portant thing I had to do was to give 
myself to the reading of the Word of 
God, and to meditate on it, that thus my 
heart might be comforted, encouraged, 
warned, reproved, instructed. 

I began therefore to meditate on the 
New Testament from the beginning, 
early in the morning. The first thing I 
did, after having asked in a few words 
the Lord’s blessing upon His precious 
Word, was to begin to meditate on the 
Word of God, searching as it were into 
every verse to get a blessing out of it; 
not for the sake of the public ministry 
of the Word, but for obtaining food for 


od 


by George Mueller 


my Own soul. 
The result I have found to be almog 


invariably this, that after a vety ff. 


minutes my soul has been led to cm 
fession, or to thanksgiving, or to inter 
cession, or to supplication; so thi 
though I did not, as it were, give myself 
to prayer, but to meditation, yet it tume 
almost immediately more or less into 
prayer. When thus I have been for 
awhile making confession or intercey 
sion or supplication, or have give 
thanks, I go on to the next words o 
verse, turning all, as I go on, into prayet 
for myself or others, as the Word a 
lead to it, but still continually remem 
bering that food for my own soul is the 
object of my meditation. 

The difference, then, between my for 
mer practice and my present one is this: 
Formerly when I rose, I began to pray 
as soon as possible, and generally spent 
almost all the time till breakfast in prayet, 
or almost all the time. What was the te 
sult? I often spent a quarter of an hour, 
or half an hour, or even an hour, on my 
knees, before being conscious to myself 
of having derived comfort, encourage 
ment, humbling of soul, etc., and often, 
after having suffered much from wandet- 
ing of mind for the first ten minutes, 0 
a quarter of an hour, or even half a 
hour, I only then began really to pray. 

I scarcely ever suffer now in this way. 
For my heart being brought into expeti 
mental fellowship with God, I speak to 
my Father and to my Friend (vile though 
I am, and unworthy of it) about the 
things that He has brought before me it 
His precious Word. It astonishes me that 
I did not see this sooner. END. 
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‘LIFE’ Magazine covers, and the big question! 


Nay it with Power 


In the center hall of the administration building at 
Montclair State Teachers College in New Jersey hangs a 
44" x 69" bulletin board preaching the message of God's 
gospel of grace, as it is presented by the Montclair Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 


The purpose behind this project is two-fold: to preach 
the gospel visually to students who otherwise would es- 
cape spiritual attention; and to reach students who are 
interested in the things that pertain to Christ. 


Each display must meet definite standards that have 
been set by the group. Posters should be attractive— 
to that end the best possible materials and techniques are 
used. Then they must be clear—there should be no ques- 
tion as to what point is being made. They must be 


by Lydia Caliandro 


regularly and frequently changed—no display should 
be allowed to ‘get stale.’ They should be brief—and 
if possible, should give the reader something to take 
with him, whether it be a short phrase, a question, or 
a tract. 


In developing a display, the steps are these: select 
a theme; plan the layout; collect all the necessary ma- 
terials; assign the various parts, if more than one person 
is working on the display; follow through with prompt- 
ness and with prayer. 


Photographs of the posters displayed last year by 
the Montclair State Fellowship may help other chapters 
with their efforts in reaching others for Christ, to “say 
it with power!" 





Inter-Varsily 
in Picture: 


» VERYONE IN 
FTERNOON MEETINGS 


» CLLEGE 


: 


9% (vow MORE ABOUT THE 3! 
a : 


Within a week, two of the magazines ‘‘disappeared,'’ and had to 


Blue letters on a cork background don't show up too well. The let- 
be replaced by other copies! 


tering at the bottom reads, ‘Christ is at your door.”’ 


Just plain newspoper, familiar 
ad terminology, ‘a magnifying 
glass,’ and a call to service. 


sme-roocy OMMNz COM<r 


This one is probably too wordy. Note unity effected by the use of 
white tape. 


The use of catching phrases makes this one easy to remember. 





y My Thovents 
there be any 
yin me, and 

nh the way ever- 


This display appeared just before the campus showing of 


i f tract i nwa is 
An effective use of tracts, and a good question for the new year. Ged of Creation’ film. 


Royal blue background, silver stars, 
silhouettes, carols, and John 3:16 
told the Christmas story. 


An Easter message with four exhortations, The three-dimensional Movement—good pictures of crowds—a red-white-and-bive color 
effect on the cross was created by purple backing. scheme—and a thought-provoking question. 








Any article on this subject is difficult to write. But 
itis even more difficult to read, because Christians 
are tempted more often to seek their own desires 
within the scope of this subject than in any other. 
Rationalizations over the ‘‘Lord’s will’ character- 
ize the field of matrimony more than any other. 
‘So before we go further, let us realize that this 
| aticle will be helpful only to those who are willing 


‘to bear God’s will. 


the Lord of the love life 


| by Kenneth Pearson 


As THE FIRST PLACE, marriage itself is 
/God-ordained (Genesis 2:24). But we 
| are shown further that the marriage of a 
Christian with an unbeliever will not be 
| blessed of God, for we are explicitly for- 
| bidden to be “unequally yoked together” 
(I Corinthians 6:14) with an unbe- 
| liever. To show what a Christian mar- 
tiage is to be, God illustrates with His 
own relationship with His church (Ephe- 
sians 5:23). What could be a more holy 
thing ? 

“Only in the Lord” 

Immediately the question arises, ‘‘Is it 
wrong for me then to date a non-Chris- 
tian?” Perhaps you are in a school 
where there are a number of Christian 
men, but few Christian girls . . . or 
pethaps the situation is reversed. What 
are you to do? Should you be satisfied 
not to have dates? Should you date a 
Christian who ordinarily would have no 
interest for you? Or is it all right to date 
anon-Christian in such circumstances ? 

There is a spiritual answer if we seek 
it. In Matthew 19:12, Christ speaks of 
those who have renounced marriage for 
love of Christ’s kingdom. Paul ampli- 
fies this in I Corinthians 7:32-33 where 
he says, “He that is unmarried careth 
for the things that belong to the Lord, 
how he may please the Lord: but he 
that is married careth for the things 
that are of the world, how he may please 
his wife.” Now just as the Lord may 
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bring us to the place of willingness to go 
to India or some other far-off piace to 
preach the gospel and then put us in 
some place of responsibility at home in- 
stead, so He often brings His children 
to the place where they must decide 
whether they are willing to remain un- 
married all their lives for His sake. 

The point in question is not what the 
future holds, but rather the matter of 
our surrender to the Lord in this par- 
ticular sphere of our lives. He places 
some in situations where there are no 
Christians at all. There, if surrender is 
made to natural instincts (right in them- 
selves) and dates are had with non- 
Christians, there is failure in this test of 
surrender. Moreover, because every test 
leaves us stronger or weaker, the door 
has been opened for trouble, if such a 
casual date develops into a matter of real 
interest—which is always a possibility. 
Here is a place where each Christian must 
be willing that the Lord deprive him of 
what he normally may most desire—a 
desire given by God for good—with the 
understanding that God seeks first of all 
our love and surrender, and will use it 
to His glory as we walk humbly before 
Him. 
The Diminishing Cirele 
of Possibilities 

We have established, therefore, a prin- 
ciple which we must face. As Christians, 
we must make up our minds that our 


circle of possible life-partners is reduced 
to include only those who are born- 
again Christians. It is necessary to face 
another fact in the Christian life before 
we go on. That person who has truly 
trusted Christ for salvation, who has ac- 
cepted Christ’s blood as the only atone- 
ment for his sins, is a Christian. But by 
reading Romans 7, we understand a 
phenomenon we see about us all the time 
—that there are defeated Christians and 
victorious Christians—some more and 
some less than others. 

The Christian life could in some ways 
be compared to a gigantic staircase. A 
Christian is on the ground floor. He 
comes to the first backboard of the first 
step and it towers well above his head; 
the difficulty of surmounting it seems 
beyond his utmost powers. He has come 
to the first real test in his Christian ex- 
perience; each effort fails; God seems 
far off, Then he finds light from God's 
Word. He surrenders to God that which 
He has been asking, and with that ob- 
stacle overcome, realizes that he is on a 
great broad plane, rejoicing in the 
Lord's deliverance. Later he finds that 
this plane is the surface of another step, 
and he comes to another backboard as he 
walks on with the Lord, Again there is 
the need of surrender that God might lift 
him above himself and on to a new 
level of experience with Him. And so 
on throughout Christian experience. 





What I am trying to point out here is 
that Christians live at differing levels of 
experience with God. It is a matter of 
growth and development; a matter of 
turning from self unto Christ—surrender 
in the light of new experiences and tests. 
Some go so far with the Lord, and then 
—at least apparently—turn back. 


Here again the circle in which your 
prospective life-partner is to be found is 
reduced. Unless you both are fully agreed 
in the matter of surrender to the Lord, 
difficulties lie ahead. 


But maybe you think this matter of 
surrender to the Lord isn’t important be- 
cause you'd “do anything for Susie.” 
But that is not enough. When you are 
married, the two of you should do things 
in agreement. For this reason, it is nec- 
essaty that both of you be willing to do 
whatever God may indicate at any time 
in your future life. 


But suppose you, being honest, say, 
“How can I ask that of my life-partner, 
when I have not surrendered to God to 
that extent myself?” Then you must real- 
ize that your first concern is not getting 
married, but getting on with the Lord. 
One of the most dangerous things for the 
Christian is getting bound in marriage at 
a time when he or she is not going on 
with the Lord, thus getting a life-partner 
who later—as one comes to a fuller 
knowledge of Christ—becomes a draw- 
back instead of a helpmeet. There is no 
easy way out. If you desire God's best, 
you must be absolutely willing to give 
Him your all. 


TSS SS 


& THE YEARS before his marriage, Author 
Kenneth Pearson—now with a midwestern 
corporation—took plenty of ribbing from 
both his business and army associates about 
bis “impossibly idealistic’ philosophy of 
Christian courtship and marriage. But he stub- 
bornly insisted that he would rather go on 
being a bachelor than be satisfied with less 
than God's best for him. When he and the 
girl finally found each other a couple of years 
ago, the skeptics stopped laughing and agreed 
she was worth waiting for. His is proud to 
be able to present this distinguished article 
to its readers by a man who knows whereof 


| be speaks. 


You and That Diminishing Circle 

In most cases you take the next step 
in reducing the circle. You may do it 
unconsciously but nevertheless it is done 
—and it is quite proper that you should 
do it. How? By recognizing the fact that 
many of those remaining in the circle 
by the above standards just don’t inter- 
est you. 

The great danger here is that you may 
feel that it is necessary to develop an in- 
terest in someone, to make yourself, as it 
were, fall in love. 

On the other hand, there is the grave 
danger of mistaking excited infatuation 
for love. Paul says in Ephesians 5:28- 
31, “So ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies. He that loveth his 
wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet 
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church: for we are members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bones. For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh.” 

This is no light thing. This is not 
merely two persons reaching a decision 
that they will be able to put up with each 
other for the rest of their lives. God here 
says that the two become one! This does 
not mean that each must submerge his 
personality in that of the other. It does 
not mean that you cannot be yourself— 
although it does mean that you can’t be 
selfish ! 

Have you ever seen a couple, happily 
matried for years, who don’t need 
words? They live in such sympathy that 
a mere look or a nod means more than 
many words. Their lives have been so 
closely shared that each knows the 
other's wishes and thoughts. On the other 
hand, you may know couples—married 
long enough to be well on the road to 
such a happy state—who are contin- 
ually getting on each other’s nerves. Each 
action of the one drives the other further 
away. One couple has become one—the 
other are two persons living together, 
continually in each other’s presence but 
not properly mated. 

You may say, “One couple is in love; 
the other is not.” That is evident now, 


but both couples thought they were in 
love when they were married. Why then 
have they both not developed their lives 
together in the same manner. Does love 
fail ? 

The one couple has learned the secret 
of becoming one; the other has never 
accomplished this essential to happiness, 
Becoming one is not just a natural te. 
action to marriage. In the beginning it 
must very often be sought after, worked 
at, yes, and sacrificed for—but in the end 
no personal prerogative is too much to 
give up for such a state of happiness, 

The prerequisite to becoming one is 
that you and your life-partner be natur- 
ally attracted to one another because of 
all the other one is. If you must make 
excuses in your mind regarding some- 
thing in him or her, then consider how 
this will be magnified when you are con- 
stantly in each other’s presence after mar- 
riage. Don’t misunderstand: the one you 
set your love upon is not perfect, but in 
your mind he or she must be pretty close 
to it. 

When you find the one the Lord has 
for you, you will not have to ‘‘pump up” 
your love. I do not mean that you must 
“fall in love at first sight.” It will bea 
natural, healthy development which may 
take days, months, or years—but will im- 
press you with its solidness, Girls par- 
ticularly, because they are not aggressors 
in courtship, are tempted to “sell out” 
for a man less desirable than the one 
they hoped for because they think it may 
be their last chance. In this lies a great 
danger—remember, if you are to be hap- 
pily married, you must become one with 
your partner in every way. If this brings 
anything distasteful to your mind, be 
careful! 

It is not out of place here to point out 
that one of the facets of the person you 
are considering is the spiritual. Dots 
prayer have a place in your courtship’ 
Are you experiencing the real joy of 
becoming one in prayer? Certainly if 
there is failure in this important sectot 
of your courtship, something is wrong. 
A truly Christian home reflects the unity 
of husband and wife in their spiritul 
life, Failure here—more so than in the 
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other sectors of life—means unhap- 
piness, since unpleasantness, when 


| frought before the Lord, ceases to be 


unpleasantness. Couples who have 
learned to unburden themselves together 
before the Lord are truly happy. 


It Takes Two to Make a Match 
And down comes the size of the circle 


again. It is very possible that you may 
be greatly attracted to a person who does 
not respond to you. This will sometimes 
be quite evident; in other cases you will 
not find it out until after you have known 
each other for quite a while. ‘But can't 


| Isave myself that time of questioning?” 


you may ask, No, you can’t. And until 
you know for certain that there is more 
than casual interest, don’t jump to con- 
dusions, If you are a man, don’t rush the 
gitl off her feet until she gets a chance 


| toknow you. If you are a girl, don’t get 


the idea after the first date that he plans 
to marty you. 

This is a real problem in Christian 
young people’s circles or Fellowship 
groups. When Christians do not date 
non-Christians, it often works out that 
there is a limited number of girls—or 
fellows. In the former case, the most at- 
tractive girl will be continually bothered 
by most of the fellows. She will try to 


| date as many of them as convenience 


and propriety allow. Then each of the 
men will get the idea that she especially 
likes him and will pester her beyond en- 
durance, sometimes raising a cry when 
she is seen Out with someone else. 

It works the other way around, too. 
When there are more girls than men, 
you will find that certain of the girls will 
sotenaciously hold onto each fellow who 
dates her that she will scare him out of 
future dates. It is also not uncommon to 
see girls taking the initiative and ‘‘chas- 
ing” the men, 

There is a.matter of common sense 
and decency involved here. Realize that 
you donot wish to marry a person who 
loves you with a love that is less than 


| perfect—perfect in the sense that no 
| other person really matters because you 


ate most important. Union on any other 
basis would be unequal, where one would 
ome a slave, the other a domineering 
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master, In such an atmosphere, love can- 
not exist. 
What is Love? 

That brings us to the question, What 
is love? It has been given many defini- 
tions by philosophers, poets, and come- 
dians. A Christian should know more 
about love than a non-Christian because 
he has come into contact with the love 
of Christ. But we cannot fathom Christ's 
love. Neither can we define true human 
love. We can be aware, however, of 
many of its parts. 

1. Love is self-sacrificing. There is no 
such thing as “‘selfish love.” Love reaches 
out, gives of itself, seeks the well-being 
of the other even to the extent of physi- 
cal harm to itself. 


*K * *K 


Let young people beware where they let 
their hearts go forth in love. Whom we love 
we resemble; and in the marriage tie it is 
almost inevitable that seductions to the lower 
will overcome the drawings to the bigher. 
When a Christian disobeys God's distinct 
command against intermarriage with the un- 
godly, he begins to sink to the level of bis 
ungodly partner whom he had thought to 
raise to his own religious standing. 

—F. B. MEYER 


* * x 


2. Love is born of, or engenders, re- 
spect, There can be no real love where 
there is no respect. 

3. Love is surrender, There is no 
domineering love. 

4, Love is emotion. There is much 
that cannot be understood about love. 

5. Love is understanding. It seeks to 
understand rather than criticize. It gives 
the benefit of the doubt where truth can- 
not be ascertained. 

6. Love is intelligent. It is entered 
into with the whole being and should 
have the consent of the mind. “Puppy 
love” is all emotion; it has no balance 
and is not real. 

7. Love is reciprocal. One-sided love 
cannot endure, Unrequited love is not 
normal. Love lives on love and grows by 
that which it lives on, 

8. Love is devoid of egotism. One 
wrapped up in himself cannot properly 
appreciate or love another. 


9. True love cannot conceive of any- 
thing less than complete confidence. In- 
sofar as jealousy creeps in, love loses out. 

10. True love does not wear thin but 
grows and develops and deepens. 

11. Love is consideration. It seeks to 
determine and supply each desire of the 
other person. It should not need prod- 
ding. 

Let us understand that it is not neces- 
sary that two persons be perfectly in 
love by the above standards before they 
marry. But let us surely ponder these and 
other definitions of love, that we may be 
sure that love is real before entering into 
a lifelong marriage bond. 

Bat How Will I 
Know the Right One? 

Even within this small circle this ques- 
tion will come up. Two persons may 
conceivably fit into the picture so far and 
still not be compatible as man and wife. 
How should one know, then, when he 
has found the right person? Let us men- 
tion a few things which may help in this 
regard. 

First, are you both in what might be 
called the same IQ bracket? Normally 
people are attracted to those of approx- 
imately the same mental calibre, Be care- 
ful; we are dealing in a subject where it 
is easy to be self-deceived. Have you in- 
tellectual interests in common? Can you 
sit down and intelligently discuss mat- 
ters other than your mutual feelings? 
I do not believe that you need pay too 
much attention, normally, to each other's 
formal education. There are many with 
high degrees who are not basically more 
intelligent than those without them. The 
problem is, Are you mentally compat- 
ible? 

Second, what about the matter of 
health? It goes without saying that it 
would be foolish for anyone to set up 
standards whereby only the perfect phys- 
ical specimens were allowed to be mar- 
ried. However, it is most important that 
you face up to the physical condition of 
the person you are considering for a life- 
partner. This will have a definite bear- 
ing not only on your future life together, 
but also on your children. Check into this 
and think it through; don’t be foolish 









and say that you will not marry anyone 
less than a person physically perfect. On 
the other hand, be careful about closing 
your eyes to this, as it will make a real 
difference later on. This is particularly 
true if you feel that God is calling you 
to Christian service in countries where 
the climate may be difficult. Many mis- 
sionaries have had to return from the 
field because of the poor health of either 
the husband or wife. It is not for us 
to say that either the marriage or the 
field of service was unfortunate. It is for 
us to say that these things should surely 
be fully considered beforehand. 

Third, how about your backgrounds ? 
Once again this need not be a deterrent, 
but it should be fully faced. All of us 
reflect our place in life, our training, 
customs, and habits. While Christ does 
create within us a new man, still He does 
not make each of us over into a specific 
mold. One may come from a home where 
the emphasis has been on neatness; an- 
other from a home where the emphasis 
has been on something else at the ex- 
pense of neatness. It may sound peculiar 
to you—if you are now in love—but 
even such a difference can make a diffi- 
culty later on. It is necessary for you to 
check over your own situation, count the 
cost, and make your decision, Once you 
have decided to go ahead, however, you 
must be careful that you do not forget 
the other's weakness and help wherever 
it may be necessary. Criticism and dissat- 
isfaction later on will never make up for 
intelligently facing the problem before 
marriage. 

Fourth, how about your personalities ? 
Infatuation often covers a multitude of 
personality difficulties. But be careful! 
Remember once again it is a lifetime 
covenant you are entering. If, just once 
in a while, on days when you are not 
feeling quite up to par, you find that his 
or her personality bothers you, think of 
the many days ahead when that sort of 
thing will be multiplied as you eat, live, 
and sleep together. Personality alone 
need not be a deterrent, but of the four 
we have mentioned, it must be the most 
carefully checked. It is the one which, 
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more than the others, will be most likely 
used of Satan to drive a wedge between 
you. Look carefully here before you rush 
ahead! 

Fifth, should you consider beauty in 
the girl or “good looks” in the man? 
Natural taste usually takes care of this. 
However, a word of caution: it is prob- 
able that many couples that would have 
been well-matched have never found 
each other simply because one felt not 
quite “good enough” for the other. Never 
become a nuisance, but remember, no 
man ever became a nuisance by trying 
the first time! Never be overcome by an- 
other's qualifications to the point where 
you consider yourself completely out of 
the running. Keep your standards high. 
Seek the one whom you feel is the very 
finest God has for you, and don’t miss 
God's best because of an improper evalu- 
ation of yourself. 

Sixth, your financial position and that 
of your friend should not be completely 
overlooked, The difficulty of adjusting 
to a lower-income or higher-income 
home may be difficult. Though true love 
should surely overcome the difficulty, let 
us be certain that the person in question 
can adjust properly to the circumstances 
which will be necessary. 


Some Minor Things 

Things that are trivial now may mean 
trouble later on unless they are straight- 
ened out at the beginning. Is he a gentle- 
man? Is she a lady? When you make a 
date, do you both keep it, and promptly ? 
Are you both accepted by each other's 
families, and do you enjoy visiting in 
one another's homes? If not, why not? 
(There may be very good reasons for a 
negative answer to this question which 
would not constitute a problem—for ex- 
ample, non-Christian parents.) 

Unless you are leaving the country, re- 
member that in-laws are not something 
to be dismissed lightly. Good parents-in- 
law are a blessing of God and usually go 
along with a God-blessed union of two 
young people. And remember that most 
people—as they get older—grow more 
and more like their parents. 

Are you agreed on the matter of chil- 
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dren . . . and their training? Who ; 
going to be “boss” in the family? Th 
Bible is rather clear on indicating thy 
a man should be the head of the houg. 
hold. Intentions may be good, but 
sure to have an understanding, nov, 
How about financial matters? Unless; 
man is a complete failure at booker. 
ing he, as head of the house, shoul 
handle the money. 










How long should you wait? There js 
no stock answer to that question. Yu 
will never wait long enough to know all 
about the one you are hoping to mary, 
Just be sure it is long enough to get tp 
know him or her and to be sure thi 
you are treating each other with sincetity 
Be careful here! There is no one easier 
to fool than a person “in love.” 











Make Sure of God’s Will 
So you've carefully considered all this 
and feel that you want to go ahead, if 
you are only sure it is God's will. Ini 
decision wrought with so many pitfall 
as that of choosing one’s life-partne, 
you will not be able to ascertain God's 
will unless you have made sure that yout 
own desires have not led you astray, But 
if, as best you know, you have tumed 
from selfish desires to seek His holy will, 
remembering the admonition of Christ: 
“If any man is willing to do His wil, 
he shall know...” (John 7:17, We: 
mouth)—be confident that the Lord de 
sires only the best for your life. He wil 
never permit you to make a mistake in 
this, one of the greatest decisions to be 
made as a Christian. Go forward conf: 
dently in Him (remember, howevtt, 
that Satan will try in every way to divett 
your purpose). As your life become 
filled with this confidence, know that He 
has purposed it, and be sure of His bless 
ing on your life with the one you love 
END. 















































= PROBLEM OF MARRIAGE is a pampbl 
reprint of six helpful articles that ban 4 
peared in His magazine on the subjet. Tm 
price is 10 cents per copy, but it is being 
offered at the special rate of 25 copies fo \ 
during the month of April only +o cbeth 
and individuals who would like to distri 
it in quantity. 
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Din NEWSPAPERS set forth an hour 
ptegnant with tremendous possibilities 
for good and evil. The report of the Air 
Policy Commission is an amazing docu- 
ment, “Relative security,” says the re- 
port, “will be founded only in a policy 
of arming the United States so strongly 
(1) that other nations will hesitate to 
attack us or Our vital national interests, 
ind (2) if we are attacked we shall be 
ible to smash the assault at the earliest 
possible moment. Eighty per cent of the 
budget for the fiscal year 1948 is for 
payment of past wars, and maintenance 
of our present military establishment. 
fighty-five per cent of our total federal 
budgets since 1915 have been for war 
or preparation or payment for war.” The 
budget for 1948 calls for a year’s expen- 
diture of over $4,150,000,000. I am not 
iticizing this report or finding fault 
with this enormous expenditure. I am 
only reporting that we are living in ser- 
ious times, 


On the basis of this report, the United 
Aircraft Corporation of East Hartford, 
Connecticut, placed in the New York 
Times for January 21 a full two-page 
advertisement, headed with large black 
letters, “Six Conclusions on Which the 
Peace of the World May Depend.” The 
first two are as follows: “1. American 
security depends upon air power. 2. Our 
present air power is inadequate.” Thirty 
yeats ago such an announcement would 
have been almost impossible in any 
paper in the world. Our whole civiliza- 
tion is changed, and we might as well 
frankly face it. The very title of the 
eport is ‘Survival in the Air Age.” Who 
in this country ever talked about our sur- 
vival—the survival of the great republic 
of the United States—in such a serious 
tone since 1776? 
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Along this serious line, I notice in 
Time that “Bacterial warfare can be de- 
veloped by any nation, large or small, 
rich or poor, to which the resources of 
modern bacteriology are available.” And 
the conclusion of research chemists is, as 
Time says, “Spreading infectious dis- 
eases by air is a practical, cheap, com- 
paratively easy deadly method of war- 
fare.” This would link up with a new 
word I came upon the other day: geno- 
cide. According to the new Random 
House American College Dictionary, 
this word, coined by Dr. Raphael Lem- 
kin in 1944, means ‘Extermination of a 
national or racial group as a planned 
move.” Our generation is giving birth to 
some fearful words! 


I cannot let this issue go to press with- 
out calling attention to the great signifi- 
cance of little Palestine, a country small- 
er than the state of Connecticut. In some 
issues of the New York Times there are 
ten or twelve separate items on this one 
little piece of land, The pre-eminent sig- 
nificance of Palestine in world history 
was long ago set forth in the Scriptures, 
and then emphasized by the fact that 
here our redemption was worked out in 
the life and death of our blessed Lord. 
Here, if one believes Scripture, the great 
battle of Armageddon will be fought. I 
thought some of my readers might be 
interested in knowing of a good history 
of Palestine—a very difficult thing to 
find, by the way. The volume is this: 
History of Palestine, by Angelo S. Rap- 
porport (London: George Allen & Un- 
win, Ltd., 1931. 368 pages, with a map, 
chronology, bibliography, and index). 

With the news that seventy to eighty 
thousand armed men will be necessary to 
enforce the U.N. decision to divide 
Palestine, one is bound to remember the 


last paragraph of the chapter “Esdra- 
elon” (the plain of Megiddo) in George 
Adam Smith's historical geography of 
the Holy Land. After showing what 
great battles have been fought on this 
plain for the last 3500 years, and what 
destinies have been here determined, the 
distinguished Scotch theologian says: 


“What a Plain it is! Upon which not 
only the greatest empires, races, and 
faiths, east, and west, have contended 
with each other, but each has come to 
judgment—on which from the first, with 
all its splendour of human battle, men 
have felt that there was fighting from 
heaven, the stars in their courses were 
fighting—on which panic has descended 
so mysteriously upon the best equipped 
and most successful armies, but the hum- 
ble have been exalted to victory in the 
hour of their weakness—on which false 
faiths, equally with false defenders of 
the true faith, have been exposed and 
scattered—on which since the time of 
Saul willfulness and superstition, though 
aided by every human excellence, have 
come to nought, and since Josiah’s time 
the purest piety has not atoned for rash 
and mistaken zeal. The Crusaders repeat 
the splendid folly of the kings of Israel; 
and, alike under the old and the new 
covenant, a degenerate church suffers 
here her judgment at the hands of the 
infidel, ‘They . . . go forth unto the kings 
of the whole world, to gather them to- 
gether unto the war of the great day of 
God the Almighty . . . and they gathered 
them together into the place which is 
called in Hebrew Har-Magedon’” 
(Revelation 16:14, 16, A.R.V.). END. 





-™ HUDSON TAYLOR went to 
China, he determined early that he would 
go in faith. 

While he was waiting for the way to 
be opened, he spoke one day with a min- 
ister who asked him who was going to 
support him. Young Hudson explained 
that he was going in simple dependence 
on the Lord to supply all his need. The 
minister kindly placed his hand on Hud- 
son Taylor's shoulder and said, “Ah, my 
boy, as you grow older, you will become 
wiser than that. Such an idea would do 
very well in the days when Christ Him- 
self was on earth, but not now.” 


. This is a fair expression of the typical 
attitude toward the life of faith today. 
We have come to regard it as a relic of 
the apostolic era. In an abstract sense, 
we still believe that God is able to feed 
and clothe us and to provide the neces- 
saty funds to carry on His work, but— 
practically—we are not willing to put 
Him to the test. We wrestle against the 
truth that God is the All-Sufficient One. 


The whole atmosphere of our age 
glorifies material values above spiritual 
values—a fallacy which Scripture aptly 
designates “the deceitfulness of riches.” 
We like to have the support of invest- 
ment reserves, large monetary deposits, 
and assured income systems. And in such 
an environment, it is easy to slip into the 
delusion that material values are more 
real than the promises of God. 

Thus it is that we must often be 
brought back to face this important 
question, “Can I depend on God alone, 
or must I also provide adequate mate- 
rial resources just in case... ?” 

George Mueller was a man who faced 
this question—and answered it to the 
glory of God. He had implicit faith in 
the ability and willingness of God to 
meet his needs. As he looked about him 
and saw an incfeasing tendency for 
Christians to lean on the arm of the flesh, 
he prayed that the Lord might raise up 
a testimony to show the people of Bristol, 
England, that God still answers those 
who call on Him in faith believing. The 
story of the Bristol Orphan Homes is 


is the Jife of faith 
possible today? 


by William Mack 


now a familiar one—a million and a 
half pounds (sterling) in answer to 
prayer. 

On at least one occasion there was no 
food for the orphans when mealtime 
came around. Mr. Mueller bowed his 
head at the table to thank the Lord for 
His gracious provision, and even as he 
prayed there was a knock at the door. 
The Lord had led some Christian to the 
home with food. Jehovah-Jireh, ‘‘the 
Lord will provide.” 

So completely was Mr. Mueller depen- 
dent on the Lord that he consistently 
refused to discuss his needs with any in- 
dividual, Sometimes a wealthy Christian 
would come to him, tell him that he had 
some money to put into the Lord’s work, 
and ask him where it was most needed. 
Mr. Mueller would graciously explain 
that the needs of the work, made known 
to the Lord in the secret of the closet, 
were never revealed to anyone else. 

Here we have an example of pure 
faith. How we rejoice to see it in a man 
like George Mueller, and yet how we 
rebel at the thought of managing our 
lives on such principles. It is most dis- 
pleasing. We do not like to be brought 
into times of testing and trial. We would 
rather not have to renounce our material 
resources and be cast completely on God. 
As a result of this we have developed a 
complex system of carnal reasonings in 
order to seek to justify our independence 


of God. 


You hear these reasonings almost any 
day. Recently I was speaking with 
young man on the importance of the life 
of faith and sought to show him tht 
it was God's path for each one of us. He 
replied, “Yes, but a man has to live 
doesn’t he?” The inference here, of 
course, is that the man who is living by 
faith might starve, or certainly would not 
live in the same luxury as the one who 
is self-sufficient. 


Another classic defense is, ‘That's all 
right for a single person, but it’s a lot 
different when you have a wife and chil 
dren to support.” The implication ob 
viously is that God is not as able to pro 
vide for a family as he is for an indi: 
vidual. 


Others think that the life of faith is 
synonymous with indolence, that its ad- 
vocates are drones who live off other 
men’s toil. On the contrary, the honor 
roll of faith lists the names of those who 
have been extraordinarily diligent and 
industrious, men who have endured af: 
flictions, suffered persecutions, and 
sealed their testimony with their blood 


How sad that our minds should evet 
dishonor the Lord by seeking to discredi 
the life of faith. 

Yet try as we will to dispose of it thus 
we are invariably brought up against the 
great truth that our unchanging God i 
able and willing to provide the very bes 
for those “who leave the choice with 
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Him.” God would have His people trust 
Him for all the minor details of life. 
Many of us do not do this willingly, 
and so we are brought to it by His loving 
constraint. He does not want us to miss 
the blessing of trusting in Him alone. 
Thus we often lose our savings, our 
homes, our health, our loved ones that 
we might find in Him One who is suff- 
cient for each time of need. 

As in every other matter of spiritual 
advancement, we must be willing to pay 
the price if we would walk in the path 
of faith. What then are the prerequisites 
for those who would so walk? 


For one thing, there must be complete 
submission to the will of God. We must 
be willing to let God plan our lives. Per- 
haps it will mean seeing ambitions wither 
and die. Perhaps it will mean living in 
more modest circumstances than those to 
which we are accustomed. Many times 
it means the pang of seeing friends 
“prospering” and enjoying privileges we 
cannot share. It means anxious periods 
of calling on God before His providing 
hand is seen, and forsaking everything 
that would hinder the outworking of His 
perfect will in our lives. 


There is nothing quite so salutary in 
the life of faith as the conscious enjoy- 
ment of being in the will of God. With 
this assurance, we can move mountains 
of difficulty and doubt. Without it, we 
can afford to entertain misgivings. 

Take the case of a young man who is 
wondering about full-time service for 
the Lord. If, after waiting on the Lord, 
he is definitely guided to a particular 
work, then he can go forth with com- 
plete confidence that the Lord will pro- 
Vide for his every need. Elijah went to 
the brook Cherith with such an assur- 
ance. God provided water from the 
brook, and sent the ravens to feed him. 
When God calls a man, He also makes 
full provision for him. 

But let us suppose that our young 
friend, after waiting on God, becomes 
impatient. He wants to be doing some- 
thing, when God's program is to stand 
still. So he goes forth anyway and starts 
awork of his own. At first all goes well, 
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because he has a substantial bankroll. 
But after a while reverses come, and 
“his” work seems about to fail. What 
will he do? There is the matter of saving 
face with the friends back home. And so 
recourse is made to the now all-too- 
familiar $.0.S. for funds. And the ulti- 
mate result is that the work of the Lord 
is dishonored. 


We repeat, therefore, that there is 
nothing so important as to know we are 
in God’s will. This is the knowledge 
that enables us to go on with the assur- 
ance that our needs will be supplied. 


But this is not all. In seeking to walk 
by faith, we must be willing to discard 
the commonly held ideas concerning 
material values. We must realize that 
material possessions are not the great 
desideratum; they are merely our serv- 
ants to help us further the work of God. 
C. T. Studd once wrote to his wife, “I 
wonder if we will ever be fortunate 
enough not to have any money.” Some- 
one said of William Burns, “He enjoyed 
the luxury of having few things to take 
care of.” And he used to say, “If a man 
have Christ in his heart, heaven before 
his eyes, and only as much of temporal 
blessing as is just needful to carry him 
through life, then pain and sorrow have 
little to shoot at.”” Another saint of God 
spent her last days in what many would 
consider poverty. A visitor sought to 
sympathize with her poor estate, but this 
child of faith saw things differently. 
Holding up a crust of bread, she said, 
“Just think—this—and Christ.” “These 
all died in faith....”’ Their affections 
were not set on temporal things, but on 
things above where Christ is enthroned. 

Finally, the one who would walk by 
faith must have utter confidence in the 
Word of God. To such a one the prom- 
ise of God must be sufficient. Such was 
the faith of the Apostle Paul on the per- 
ilous voyage to Rome. When every na- 
tural indication pointed to shipwreck, 
he could stand up and boldly declare, 
“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for 
I believe God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me” (Acts 27:25). 


Now this life is not for the few. It is 


the life to which each of us is called. 
It is not an option that we may or may 
not accept. It is not the path for a select 
few Christians such as those in so-called 
“full-time service.” It is God’s walk for 
all His children, as it is written, “The 
just shall live by faith.” 


Another important consideration. 
There is more glory for God in the life 
that is lived by faith than in the life of 
the self-made man. Abraham “was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God” (Romans 
4:20). The two always go together. 
Wherever you have strong faith, you 
have glory for God. 

The faith life, it follows, is the life 
that is pleasing to God, for “without 
faith it is impossible to please him” (He- 
brews 11:6). The greatest proof of this 
is found in the life of our blessed Lord. 
His was the true life of faith. The 
Father's delight is reflected in the words, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 


Again, the faith life is the most secure 
life. In all the history of mankind, no 
one who has ever really trusted Him 
has been put to shame. Is it not written, 
‘‘My God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19), and shall He 
not bring it to pass? 

Finally, the faith life is the life of 
greatest blessing and happiness for the 
Christian. This is necessarily so since it 
is God’s path for His people. “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on thee: because he trust- 
eth in thee” (Isaiah 26:3). 

We trust God for salvation, for re- 
mission of sins, for eternal life. Is it 
any less reasonable that we should trust 
Him to provide for us day by day in all 
the little details of life? 

The world today sorely needs the testi- 
mony of Christian men and women who 
are walking by faith. It sees enough of 
what it has come to know as ‘“‘commer- 
cialized Christianity.” Who will answer 
the challenge to show the world that 
there is a living, loving God in heaven 
who can meet every need of those who 
put their trust in Him? END. 
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ITO THE UNIVERSE 


HAVE A MIND? 


War DO present-day philosophers 
think about God and the Christian way 
of life? Of course they do not all think 
alike, and many of them express them- 
selves so mildly that one cannot be sure 
just what they think. 

But the ideas of Professor William 
Pepperell Montague of Columbia Uni- 
versity are fairly typical of many that 
are being expressed. It is, therefore, quite 
important that Christians think through 
their own position in relation to the ideas 
expressed by Professor Montague in his 
article “Does the Universe Have a 
Mind?” (Saturday Review of Literature, 
September 6, 1947). 

In the first part of the article Mon- 
tague decides that mind does exist. And 
what we call mind is not an adaptation 
to environment, he says. “The truth is 
just the opposite. Mind and life adapt 
the environment to their needs and 
though they may stoop to conquer, and 
conform to things as they are, their pri- 





by Cornelius VanTil 


mary intent is always conquest—conquest 
through a process of assimilation, or- 
agnization, and integration, by which 
what is becomes what ought to be” (p. 
10). The argument so far is similar to 
the one Montague uses to establish the 
existence of the soul in his little book 
The Chances of Surviving Death (Har- 
vard University Press, 1934). 

Of course the mind or soul that inter- 
ests him is not the kind of soul that 
Christians think of when they use that 
word. “If a soul or substantive mind 
were, as it is generally supposed to be, a 
sort of ‘thing in itself’ with laws of its 
own quite incommensurable and uncon- 
nected with the laws of the material 
bodies, then there might be small justi- 
fication for taking it back. But if the 
world and its states can be conceived as 
forms of energy related physically and 
quantitatively to the atoms and their 
motions, the situation is profoundly al- 
tered” (The Chances of Surviving 





Death, p. 67). The purpose in deciding 
this is apparent: ‘For this new soul 
unlike the old, will be interpretable in 
physical and quantitative terms, however 
difficult the application in detail may 
prove. Such a soul would no longer be 
an alien intruder in the system of nat. 
ural processes; but, like the electric and 
magnetic fields to which it is akin, it 
could give and take the energies of its 
environment” (Ibid, p. 73). 

According to Montague, a cosmic 
mind would have to be related to the 
cosmic forces in much the same way that 
he says a human mind must be related to 
its environment. “If natural processes 
are directed by unnatural or supernatural 
agencies which can in no way be affili 
ated with working concepts tried and 
true that provide means for their own 
correction and supplementation, then the 
postulate of such ungermane agencies 
may be true and may be necessary, but it 
will be a sterile truth; and the materialis. 
tic theory will continue to be used be. 
cause even though a falsehood, it is at 
least a falsehood that is fruitful” (Ibid, 
p- 49). 

Now Montague finds it difficult not to 
believe that “‘the cosmos as a whole pos- 
sesses a completer unity than any of its 
parts, and this constitutes an integrated 
field of energy having an organicity like 
that of mind and a memory from which 
nothing of the past could be wholly 
lost. . . . Does the universe show any 
evidence in its behavior of being created 
and guided by a mind that is both omnip- 
otent and benign? . . . To this time-hon- 
ored theological question the answer 
must be a flat negative. Nature is tooth 
and claw, and life so constituted that 
each creature can preserve its existence 
only by devouring other creatures. If 
there is a God, he is either not omnip- 
otent or not good, in any sense of the 
word ‘good’ that the human conscience 
can sanction. . . . To attribute to a God 
of Love the creation of the world of 
things as they are is blasphemy’ (Satur- 
day Review of Literature, p. 31). 

For the God who is both omnipotent 
and good, Montague substitutes the idea 
of a cosmic mind an “anti-entropic 
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power” a “Comrade of comrades, need- 


ing our aid as we need his in that un- 
ading pursuit of the ideal which for 
God no less than for Man makes up the 
neaning of existence” (Ibid, p. 32). 

When Christians look at evil and suf- 
feting they say that they are the result 
ifman’s sin (Romans 5:12). They add 
that the nature of sin is therefore lack of 
onformity to and transgression of the 
vill of God. They assert further that 
God “hath appointed a day, in the which 
be will judge the world in righteousness 
ly that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto 
ill men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

Christians interpret the “fact” of evil, 
therefore, in the light of a story. And 
the story they get from the Bible, which 
they claim to be the Word of God. More- 
wer, what is true of the fact of evil is 
tue of every other fact. Christians inter- 
met every fact in the light of the same 
tory. For them the nature of every fact 
in this world is determined by the place 
itoccupies in the story. Obviously such 
istory can come from no source other 
than supernatural revelation. 

Moreover, the Christian finds that his 
conscience agrees to the truth of the 
tory. He holds that those who deny the 
tth of the story have an axe to grind. 
They do not want the story to be true; 
they do not want the facts to be what 
the story says they are. They “protest 
oo much.” And by protesting too much 
they testify, in spite of themselves, that 
their conscience really tells them that the 
sory is true. 

The Christian finds, further, that logic 
agrees with the story. Human logic agrees 
with the story because it derives mean- 
ing from the story. The facts of the 
World are what the story says they are; 
if logic is to deal with facts rather than 
fancies it must itself, together with the 
fits, be a part of the story. By logic 
tan must seek for coherence in his ex- 
perience of the story. The story tells him 
that “seed time and harvest, and cold 
ind heat, and summer and winter, and 
wy and night shall not cease.” Hence 
“entific predictions can be made, But 
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the story also tells him that the final 
judgment will come in God's time. Ac- 
cordingly, these scientific predictions are 
contingent upon maintenance of the 
course and constitution of nature by God. 

Now consider what Montague has to 
say. He observes the “facts” of nature 
and says they are not—and cannot be— 
what the Christian says they are. Merely 
by looking at the facts, Montague virtual- 
ly claims to know what did not happen 
in the past and what cannot happen in 
the future. By mere observation of facts 
he knows that there has been no creation 
or fall and that there will be no judg- 
ment. As Montague sees it, the merest 
statement of fact about any fact of na- 
ture involves and is virtually identical 
with an 2 priori universal negative judg- 
ment about all possibility. 

According to Montague, then, the ob- 
servation of facts is virtually identical 
with exhaustive insight into their nature, 
because it is only by exhaustive insight 
into the nature of facts that one can 
determine just what they can or can- 
not be. 

And exhaustive insight presupposes 
absolute control. In other words, in 
Montague’s scheme of things, the mind 
of man must—for all practical purposes 
—take the place of the Christian’s God. 
To talk about what can or cannot exist 
according to logic is but to swing a 
sword in the sky unless one first deter- 
mines at what point logic meets reality. 
According to the Christian story, logic 
and reality meet first of all in the mind 
and being of God. God’s being is ex- 
haustively rational. Then God creates 
and rules the universe according to His 
plan. Even the evil of this world hap- 
pens according to this plan, 

The only substitute for this Christian 
scheme of things is to assert or assume 
that logic and reality meet originally in 
the mind of man. The final point of 
reference in all predication must ulti- 
mately rest in some mind, divine or 
human. It is either the self-contained 
God of Christianity or the would-be 
autonomous man that must be and is 
presupposed as the final reference point 
in every sentence that any man utters. 


We would therefore ask Montague 
how he, a mere man, claims absolute a 
priori or analytical knowledge of all pos- 
sibility. But if we should ask him this 
he would, of course, disclaim any such 
thing. He would disown the attempt of 
Parmenides to set down all being as 
equal with what man can say about it 
without contradiction. 

Neither has Montague any place for a 
first cause. “It seems rather that the 
thing or principle responsible for the 
origin of nature as we find it was a 
power of fecundity, self-repetition or in- 
crease and that the only hope of ascrib- 
ing to it mind or life would depend on 
showing that those categories are inter- 
pretable as later phases, ‘emergent’ yet 
inevitable developments of the principle 
of development itself” (‘The Trinity,” 
in Religious Realism, New York, 1931, 
p. 497). 

But how then, we now inquire of 
Montague, is it that you can make uni- 
versal negative propositions about all 
possibility if for you, according to your 
own assertions, possibility and even real- 
ity exist prior to any mind and any logical 
assertion about it? If we hear a motor 
roar in a new automobile, we assume— 
when the car does not move—that the 
driver merely does not want it to move. 
He could put the motor in gear at any 
time and the car would go. But when 
we see him take the motor out of the 
car and drop it in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean with the avowed intention 
of making things move, we are not im- 
pressed. 


(Continued on next page) 


In his capacity as Professor of Apologetics 
at Philadelphia's Westminster Theological 
Seminary—a post he has held for eighteen 
years—Dr. Cornelius Van Til is well-quali- 
fied to silence the guns which modern critics 
level at Christian doctrine. Dr. Van Til was 
born in the Netherlands; earned his Ph.D. 
and Th.M. degrees at Princeton University 
and Seminary. Some IVCFers will remember 
him as one of the speakers at the first Campus 
in the Woods. He has recently written for the 
Chinese IVF magazine, but not in Chinese, 
he says. 





The Christian and the non-Christian 
may then be compared to one another in 
some such way as follows: 

1. Both make presuppositions about the 
nature of reality: 


a. The Christian presupposes the self- 
contained God and His plan for the 
universe. 
b. The non-Christian presupposes 
“Chaos and Old Nnight.” 
2. Neither can, as finite beings, by 
means of logic legislate what reality 
should be. 
a. Knowing this, the Christian ob- 
serves facts and arranges them logi- 
cally in self-conscious subjection to 
the plan of God revealed in Scripture. 
b. Knowing this, the non-Christian 
nonetheless constantly attempts the 
impossible. 
(1) Negatively, he assumes that 
reality is not rationally constituted 
at all and that the Christian story 
therefore cannot be true. This is in- 
volved in his idea of “facts” as 
springing from “Chaos and Old 
Night.” 
(2) Positively, he assumes that 
reality is after all rationally consti- 
tuted and answers exhaustively to 
his logical manipulations. 

This is involved in his idea that 
to be tolerated any “cosmic mind” 
or God must be able to be manipu- 
lated by man-made categories with- 
out reference to “him” or “it.” 

3. Each claims that his position is “in 

accord with the facts of experience.” 
a. The Christian claims this because 
he interprets the facts and his experi- 
ence of them in terms of presupposi- 
tion. The “uniformity of nature” and 
his knowledge of that uniformity both 
rest for him upon the plan of God. 
The coherence of his experience he 
takes to be analogical to the absolute 
coherence of God. 
b. The non-Christian also interprets 
the facts in terms of his presupposi- 
tions. One of these presuppositions is 
ultimate non-rationality. On such a 
basis, any fact would be different in 
all respects from all other facts. Here 


is “Chaos and Old Night” with a ven- 
geance. The second of these presup- 
positions is that all reality is rational 
in terms of the reach of logic as 
manipulated by man. On such a basis 
the nature of any fact would be iden- 
tical with the nature of every other 
fact. And he tries somehow to balance 
these apparent contradictions. In any 
case the non-Christian can never as 
much as discover any fact. On his 
principles he knows nothing of its 
nature. But when he has discovered 
what he cannot discover, he can tell us 
everything about it. On his principles 
he knows everything if he knows any- 
thing. 


4, Each claims that his position is “in 
accord with the demands of logic.” 


a. The Christian claims these because 
he interprets the reach of logic as ma- 
nipulated by man in terms of his story 
and therefore in terms of his presup- 
position of God. The story tells him 
that nature is made subject to man and 
both subject to God and His purpose. 
Thus his logic is in gear with reality, 
but it does not claim to control the 
possible. 

b. The non-Christian claims that his 
position is logical but cannot put any 
intelligible meaning into the claim. If 
he works according to his presupposi- 
tion about the ultimate non-rationality 
of facts, there is no such thing as valid 
logic. All logic is, then, void. If he 
works according to his presupposition 
about the ultimate legislative charac- 
ter of logic as manipulated by man, 
there are no facts that can be related 
to one another by logic. All facts are 
then reduced to logic; logic has valid- 
ity that is purely formal. 


5. Each claims that with respect to the 
problem of evil his position is in accord 
with conscience, 


a. The Christian claims this because 
he interprets his moral consciousness, 
an aspect of his total experience, in 
terms of his presupposition. He knows 
that the judge of the whole earth must 
do right. All the facts and problems of 
evil and sin take their meaning from 


and find their solution in terms of the 
story of Scripture. The approvals and 
disapprovals of his conscience take 
their meaning from this story and 
from this story alone. 

b. The non-Christian claims this be. 
cause he takes his conscience to be its 
own ultimate point of reference, Eyil 
has not come into the world because 
of man’s disobedience; it is metaphys. 
ically ultimate. Evil cannot be distin. 
guished from good; what is, Ought to 
be, Assuming that good could be dis. 
tinguished from evil, there is no tight 
to expect that the one will ever be 
victorious over the other. If those who 
think they are good succeed in making 
what they think is “good” prevail 
upon earth, it can only be by the sup. 
pression of the “good” of others who 
also think they are “good.” Thus 
power politics would forever replace 
all ethical distinctions. 


It must be frankly asserted, then, that 
the Christian lives first of all and pri- 
marily by the authority of the Scripture 
story. But when Montague urges him to 
take off his ‘‘rose-colored glasses” and 
look at the cosmos ‘‘with the naked eye 
of reason,” or when he appeals to con- 
science in disproof of the interpretation 
of human experience as given in Scrip 
ture, he soon discovers that to do 9 
would be to take the ground from under 
his feet. Reason would be truly “naked” 
or formal; its assertions would be a 
meaningless as the gyrations of a propel: 
ler on an airplane without the airplane 
If facts could be said to exist at all, they 
would be utterly interchangeable with 
one another. The appeal to a man’s con- 
science would be as useless and hopeless 
as it was in the case of Charles Strick 
land in W. Somerset Maugham’s story of 
The Moon and Sixpence. 


Christianity then remains not as 4 tt 
ligion but as the religion of authoniy 
It remains also not as a religion but 
the religion of reason, of fact, and of 
conscience. If it is not true, science is! 
farce and moral distinctions fall; in shot, 
if it is not true, human experience in dl 
its aspects is meaningless. END 
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This is Important 


by Wilbur M. Smith 


= A FRIEND placed on my desk 
a beautifully printed brochure of ‘“The 
Inauguration of Wilson Compton as 
President of the State College of Wash- 
ington.” All of the three famous Comp- 
ton brothers spoke. I was amazed, in 
tuming to the address of Chancellor 
Arthur H. Compton, to see he had given 
the title to his subject, “ “Ye Shall Be As 
Gods.’"” Now these words, spoken by 
Satan to our first parents in the Garden 
of Eden, are a lie—man would come to 
know good and evil, but he would not 
be God. But if I have not misread his 
atticle, Dr, Compton believes the words 
are true; that is, man has now come to 
be almost equal with God, and that he 
is going to bring about an era of good 
will and peace, ‘‘because so much de- 
pends upon our actions,” I think I had 
better quote his words: 

“The present is thus a time for hope. 
True, the atomic bomb has brought us 
face to face with the fact that continued 
world strife will mean disaster and 
death. It is, however, likewise true and 
much more worthy of attention, that 
the way is now open as never before for 
the world to reach a true unity, with 
world peace a necessity that can and will 
be attained. 

“When our first parents ate of the 
frait of the tree of knowledge they be- 
came as gods, knowing good from evil. 
Much as they longed to return to the 
gatden of innocence, an angel with a 
fiery sword stood in their way. Their 
only hope for peace lay in work to make 
the earth give them a fuller life, Some- 
how the marvel occurred that in their 
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work they became human souls who 
shared the task of their Creator and came 
to be called His children. 

“The same angel with the same fiery 
sword prevents us from returning to the 
pre-atomic age. We have no choice but 
to use our great new powers in the effort 
to build a better world. 

“In the fierce competition between so- 
cial systems in the atomic age, the need 
for strength demands that we enable 
every citizen to contribute to the com- 
mon welfare as his abilities may permit. 
Permanent peace can now be secured if 
we will work for it. Increased prosperity 
with broader horizons lies before us. 
Greater development of the human spirit 
is the inevitable consequence of the in- 
creased responsibility for using our new 
powers. These are among the greatest 
of human goods.” 

This week I spent some time in read- 
ing the fascinating Letters of Pope Celes- 
tine VI To All Mankind, by Giovanni 
Papini (New York: E. P. Dutton, 
1948), the author of a well-known Life 
of Christ. Now sixty-seven years old, a 
devout Catholic, a brilliant writer with 
encyclopedic knowledge, he is almost 
certainly a Christian. He knows the hour 
in which we live. Forty thousand copies 
of this book in the original Italian edi- 
tion were sold. 

There are a score of current articles 
that young people interested in Chris- 
tian things, ought not to miss. I can make 
only the most occasional reference to 
them. The Review of Religion for Janu- 
aty is entirely devoted to the question 
of religion and democracy, and must be 


considered as almost a manual on this 
subject, whatever be the attitude of the 
writers to the Christian truths. 

Religious Education devotes its entire 
November-December issue to religion in 
our public schools, and the entire Janu- 
aty-February issue to a symposium on the 
family and religious education. In the 
same issue is a twelve-page bibliography 
on religious education and the public 
schools. 

Along this line one should read “She 
Teaches Philosophy” in Plain Talk for 
January. 

None of you should miss the article 
in the science department of Time for 
February 9 on our enlarging view of the 
universe, and the—to me frightening— 
article in the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture, January 10: “Wanted: Men to 
Make Catastrophes.” 

It is very interesting to note how much 
literature is now appearing regarding 
the devil. One would have thought just 
a few years ago that the devil was dead; 
in fact, that is what many were saying. 
The first article of the current American 
Scholar is entitled ‘‘The Devil is Dead, 
aand What a Loss!” It concludes with 
these words, ‘“The devil is dead, and we 
must speed the search for another. For 
until one is found we cannot hope to 
return to our normal state of terror and 
misery. At best we can only be free of 
a moral collapse, which is not much of 
a terror, and lament the deterioration of 
manners and taste, which is no real 
misery.” 

I suppose all my readers saw the long 
and not-too-accurate portrayal of the 
devil by W. Chambers in Life Magazine 
for February 2, and the very authoritative 
article on Mr. C. S. Lewis, the famous 
apologete of Oxford, in Time last Sep- 
tember 8, “Don v. Devil.” 

The November issue of Review of Re- 
ligion published at Columbia University 
—no stronghold of Christian theology— 
includes a 12-page article on “Who is 
Satan and Where is Hell?” What an 
amazing subject to discuss in Columbia 
University! The dead seem to be coming 
back to life again. 

In the Aélantic Monthly for January 








is an article that everyone interested in 
the effects of Catholicism should cer- 
tainly read: “Problems of the Catholic 
Writer,” by Harry Sylvester. The Febru- 
ary Atlantic Monthly is a very serious 5 
number. The opening article by Walter } 
Lippmann is entitled “The Rivalry of } 
Nations” and in the middle of this issue } 
is an important article which I am not § 
even going to trust myself to quote— 
“The Impact of Protestantism Today” 
by Reinhold Niebuhr, One must read it 
to appreciate it, 

I think those who are taking history ' 
courses will certainly want to look at the § 
article by Professsor Kremer of the Uni- § 
versity of Pennsylvania, “The Iraqi! 
Cradle of our Civilization.” Incidentally, 
our most distinguished archaeologist, at § 
least for the Near East, Professor Wil- H 
liam Albright of Johns Hopkins, has } 
been sending back some amazing cable | 
dispatches regarding his discoveries of } 
the first alphabet at Mount Sinai. Now | 
when Albright says he is making amaz- 
ing discoveries, you can put it down he 
is making them. He is not an alarmist 
and in the next year or two we may ex- 
pect some revolutionary statements issu- 
ing from his mind and pen. 

Let us turn now for a moment to our ! 
conservative circles. In the Journal of the 
Transactions of the Victoria Institute, t 
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry has a scholarly 
and important article, ““The Relation Be- H 
tween Conduct and Belief.” H 

Two articles in the Sunday School * 
Times should not only be read, but filed. § 
In the February 7 issue, J. Edgar Hoover, : 
director of the Federal Bureau of Inves- § 
tigation, has an article on crime and the § 
Sunday school. He concludes thus: “As § 
a law enforcement officer, I am certain ; 
that unless children are given the oppor- { 
tunity of participating in activities | 
which have God as their fundamental } 
objective, we cannot hope to materially § 
reduce crime in our country.” 

In the February 14 Sunday School 
Times is an important article by Dr. J. 
Oliver Buswell, President of the Na- 
tional Bible Institute of New York City: 
“Public Education: A Propaganda for 
Atheism.” END. 
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morning 


with God 


Tharsday, April I 

Acts 10:1-33 (1) The power of the 
gospel is illustrated in cc. 8, 9, 10 by the 
conversion of one man out of each of 
the three great divisions of the human 
family (Gen. 10:1, 32). The Ethiopian 
eunuch was a descendant of Ham; Saul, 
the Jew, of Shem; and Cornelius, the 
Roman, of Japheth. (2) Guidance by 
the Holy Spirit is here seen to be defi- 
nite, exact and authoritative. What is the 
basis for these statements? Note that 
such guidance is confirmed by obedience. 
God’s direction is not for those who con- 
sider obedience optional but for those 
determined at all costs to obey. (3) By 
what means did Peter’s understanding of 
the vision develop? See vv. 17, 19, 20, 
28. Cp. I Tim. 4:15a, 


Friday, April 2 

Acts 10:34-48 (1) What new truth 
concerning God did Peter begin to grasp, 
and how was it confirmed? Do I tend 
to think one people superior to another? 
(2) What was the chief ministry and 
purpose of Jesus Christ’s life upon 
earth? What position has His Father as- 
signed Him now? Who are those who 
can stand uncondemned before Him in 
that capacity? And why? Cp. Rom. 8: 
34, (3) Observe here the proper result 
of the gift of tongues. What will be the 
unfailing result of a true outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, regardless of the form it 
takes? 


Satarday, April 3 

AcTs 11:1-18 (1) What was the one 
and only basis of Petet’s defense before 
his fellow Jewish believers? Cp. the 
tenor of his defense before the Jewish 
authorities (4:19, 20). (2) Note how 
Peter won over those who would oppose 
him, not by terse dogmatic assertions, 
but by simple explanation of his own 


original resistance. What does he imply 
by asking the question of v. 17? (3) 
Contrast v. 18 with vv. 2, 3. Censure 
was turned to praise, There is no room 
for stubbornness when the Holy Spirit 
fills men’s hearts. Does His grace so rule 
in my heart when I am shown to be mis. 
taken ? 


Sanday, April 4 

ACTS 11:19-30 (1) Phenice or Phoeni. 
cia was the country on the west coast 
of Palestine famous for Tyre and Sidon, 
Antioch was chief city of Syria. Use a 
map. The “Grecians’” of v. 20 were the 
Graecized or Hellenistic Jews living be. 
yond the borders of Palestine. How did 
God overrule for their benefit the wrath 
of the persecutors? (2) List the succes. 
sive preachers God sent to Antioch, 
Here is fulfilled the principle of Jn. 4; 
37, 38. What was Barnabas’ special 
ministry ? Do I stand in need of his mes- 
sage? (3) The disciples’ new name was 
connected not with Jesus but with Christ, 
the Anointed one or Messiah. Such a 
name expressed their belief, Many today 
will speak well of Jesus. But the real 
Christian is one who believes for him- 
self in the Messianic or redemptive work 
of Jesus Christ the Lord. See 2:36. 


Monday, April & 

Acts 12 (1) What words of the Lord 
Jesus were fulfilled by the death of 
James? See Mark 10:35-39. Cp. also 
Rom, 8:17. The pathway to true glory is 
through suffering. (2) Note God's sov- 
ereignty in allowing one to die and in 
sparing another. How did He lead the 
church to co-operate with Him in His 
purpose? Observe how earnestly they 
did this by comparing wv. 6 & 12. And 
yet they were amazed when God an- 
swered (vv. 14-16). What do I know of 
the power of united prayer? See Eph. 
3:20. (3) What spiritual lesson can the 
child of God learn from following the 
story of Herod to the end? Contrast w. 
1 & 24 and consider the truth of Ps. 
76:10. 


Tuesday, April 6 

Acts 13:1-15 (1) What were the dt 
cumstances attending the divine call of 
Barnabas and Saul? Note too that the 
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more a church or group is blessed with 
men of God the more men it should be 
willing to send away to do God’s work 
in other places. (2) Why did the Lord 
send such a miracle of judgment upon 
Elymas ? Recall for whom Christ had the 
sernest word of warning (Matt. 23: 
13). What is an even greater sin than 
refusing to accept the gospel for one- 
slf? (3) John Mark lost courage when 
they came to the dangerous wilds of 
Pamphylia, But like man a servant of the 
Lord he was later given a second chance. 
What lasting work was he privileged to 
do? See a Biblical table of contents. Can 
God use me in spite of previous failure? 
See Matt, 12:20. 


Wednesday, April 7 ; 

Acts 13:16-43 (1) In beginning his 
message with the emphasis on God's 
choosing Israel, Paul would have his 
hearers ask themselves “why.” The an- 
swer comes in v. 23. Why has God 
chosen me? Am I fulfilling all His will? 
(2) Note the quiet presentation of fact 
after fact. Did Paul treat Christianity just 
asa philosophy to be discussed? Did he 
set aside the Hebrew Scriptures as of no 
vital significance alongside the new doc- 
trine? Cp. Matt. 5:17. (3) Why did 
Paul put so much emphasis on the resur- 
tection of the man Jesus? Why is His 
burial (v. 29) included in our creed? 
Why the stress on “‘no corruption” (v. 
37)? Do I proclaim these truths faith- 
fully before urging another to receive the 
benefit resulting therefrom (v. 38) ? 


Thursday, April 8 

Acts 13:44-14:7 (1) What was the 
twofold result everywhere the gospel 
was preached (vv. 45, 48; 1, 2)? Cp. 
II Cor. 2:16. In my campus witness, am 
lexpecting the one and failing to antici- 
pate the other? (2) What is the awful 
‘esponsibility of those who hear the 
Word of God (v. 46)? Can they ever 
blame God if they are excluded from 
heaven? What is the responsibility laid 
upon us who know the way of salvation ? 
(3) Observe what the Lord does for 
those who speak boldly in His name. 
Friday, April 9 

Acts 14:8-28 (1) Contrast the reaction 
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here with that in c. 4 to the healing of 
a man lame from birth, In either case, 
the servant of the Lord must be fully 
armed “with the armour of righteous- 
ness on the right hand and on the left,” 
so that victory may not be spoiled by sin. 
See II Cor. 6:3, 7, 8. What temptation 
did the disciples overcome in c. 4, and 
what temptation here? (2) Contrast the 
actions of the different men at Lystra 
(vv. 18, 19). How does this warn me 
to evaluate the praise of this world? 
(3) Study vv. 21-29 as an example of 
sound policies in missionary work. Note 
especially the emphasis of v. 27, “they 
rehearsed all that God had done with 
them”—not what they had done for 
God. 


Saturday, April 10 

Acts 15:1-29 (1) The importance of 
the decision made at this council at Jeru- 
salem cannot be overestimated. It was 
not merely a question of circumcision 
(see vv. 5, 10) but in effect, ‘Must 
Gentiles who believe in Christ first be- 
come Jewish proselytes in order to be 
saved?” (2) On what basis had Peter 
seen Gentiles saved? On what ground 
did he or any of the apostles base their 
own salvation? Is church membership 
sufficient assurance of my salvation? 
(3) What wise method can I here learn 
for dealing with the inevitable differ- 
ences that arise even among Christians? 
Note by what means the apostles dis- 
cerned the will of the Lord (v. 28)— 
studying the facts of His will already es- 
tablished, from every angle (Peter, 
Barnabas, Paul and James) meditating 
upon them (vv. 12, 13) and united in 
desire of being led aright (v. 25). 


Sunday, April 11 

Acts 15:30-16:5 (1) Go through this 
section noting in how many ways the 
leaders of the Christian church sought to 
upbuild the converts. And this took 
much time (14:28; 15:35). Am I so 
busy trying to make new contacts for the 
Lord that I fail to spend time encourag- 
ing the one or two students who pro- 
fessed to receive Christ last semester? 
(2) Reference is made to the training 


for service of two young men, John 
Mark and Timothy. Does this suggest 
a divine method of leadership training? 
What provision for such is being made 
on your campus? 


Monday, April 12 

ACTs 16:6-18 (1) Be sure to use a map. 
Paul was led to commence the evangel- 
ization of Europe before this task had 
been completed in Asia Minor. God’s 
guidance is not just common sense; 
sometimes it runs counter to it. (2) For 
this missionary advance Paul and Silas 
are joined by Luke, the writer of this 
book (v. 10 ff. Note “we”), and only 
Gentile author of Scripture. But note 
how unobtrusive is the reference to him- 
self. If God allows me to share in some 
spiritual enterprise, should I be sure to 
stress that part in any account of its pro- 
gress? (3) Was there an immediate and 
overwhelming response in Macedonia? 
How is all true response to the gospel to 
be accounted for (v, 14) ? 


Tuesday, April 13 

Acts 16:19-40 (1) Did opposition, 
shame, suffering and imprisonment make 
the disciples doubt the reality of their di- 
vine call (v. 10)? When I have had a 
conviction that the Lord is leading me 
in a certain course and then everything 
seems to go against me, do I immediate- 
ly assume that I have misinterpreted His 
guidance? (2) What is the basic essen- 
tial for salvation? Is it faith in certain 
theological doctrines? Is it adherence to 
the teachings of Jesus? It is nothing less 
than faith in a person, a committal of 
oneself to that Person, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Read Jn. 1:12. (3) What com- 
bination of factors led the cruel (v. 24) 
jailor to desire spiritual salvation? Praise 
to God is the unfailing key to spiritual 
victory. Cp. II Chron, 20:21, 22. 


Wednesday, April 14 

Acts 17:1-15 (1) To grasp the import 
of Paul’s message to the Jews, note that 
Christ means “the Messiah” (v. 3, 
twice). The great stumblingblock which 
hindered Jews from believing Jesus to be 
the Messiah were His sufferings and 
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death (I Cor. 1:23). Therefore Paul, 
following his Lord’s example (Lk. 24: 
18-21, 26-27) pointed out the necessity 
according to Scripture for the Messiah's 
death to precede His glorious reign. Re- 
member this when seeking to win a Jew- 
ish student to the Lord. (2) What atti- 
tude and conviction impelled Paul to 
keep on presenting the gospel message 
to the Jews first in every place, despite 
their continual attempts to thwart it (vv. 
2, 10)? Cp. Rom. 1:14-16. (3) What 
valuable lesson can I learn from the Jews 
of Berea (v. 11)? 

Thursday, April 15 

Acts 17:16-34 (1) What was the spir- 
itual condition of Athens, the most intel- 
lectually enlightened city of its time? It 
is possible to be highly intelligent and 
learned and yet to be ignorant of the 
most important knowledge of all (v. 
23). (2) What facts did the Athenians 
know about God? How did Paul use 
these as a basis for acquainting them with 
the one true God who had ever existed? 
Contrast “strange gods” (v. 18). Of 
what particular sin did he indicate they 
must repent (vv. 29, 30)? Do I know 
how to present God’s message of salva- 
tion to make it peculiarly applicable to 
the one with whom I am dealing? (3) 
What is the compelling argument (v. 
31) to induce men to consider their 
present relationship to Jesus Christ ? 
Friday, April 16 

I THESSALONIANS 1 (1) Just as the gos- 
pel had been effectively demonstrated in 
Thessalonica and was not merely a mat- 
ter of words, so Paul rejoices in its ac- 
tual results among the believers (v. 3). 
How can I demonstrate my Christian 
faith, love and hope? (2) What en- 
abled the Thessalonians to endure the af- 
flictions consequent upon their accepting 
Christ (v. 6) ? How were they followers 
(lit. “imitators”) of the Lord Himself 
in this? See Heb. 12:2. Have I learned 
the truth of Neh. 8:10, “the joy of the 
Lord is your strength”? (3) V. 10 de- 
fines the Christian hope. Why is the 
Christian the only one who can have 
perfect ‘freedom from fear”? 
Saturday, April 17 

I THESSALONIANS 2 (1) Examine the 
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various motives (vv. 3-6) that lead men 
to try to win over others to their point 
of view. Which does Paul repudiate? 
What supreme motive led him to take 
so much interest in the Thessalonians? 
(2) Could these converts complain 
about Paul and his friends that they 
were only interested in winning them to 
Christianity but failed to have any real 
love for them as individuals? (3) Note 
the unrelenting forces of opposition im- 
mediately drawn up against those who 
confess Christ—seen (v. 14) and un- 
seen (v. 18). These enemies readily 
cast aspersions on Christians, How were 
Paul and Silas able to prove their accu- 
sations false (v. 12) ? How can I? 


Sunday, April 18 

I THESSALONIANS 3 (1) The Lord 
Jesus constantly warned His followers to 
expect persecution and suffering. Cp. Jn. 
15:20; 16:1-4, 33. So did Paul. What 
spiritual purpose is thus served? (2) 
Just as a mother delights to see her child 
grow strong and develop, so the man of 
God is filled with joy when his babes 
in Christ become strong and steadfast 
believers. In times of temptation (v. 5) 
do I ever consider how much joy I may 
give another in the midst of his own 
trials by my firm refusal to yield? (3) 
The prayer of v. 11 is fulfilled in Acts 
20:1, 2. (4) What stimulus will act 
as no other in drawing Christians into 
a life of mutual love and practical holi- 
ness (v. 13) ? Does it so affect me? 


Monday, April 19 

I THESSALONIANS 4 (1) Study every 
phrase in this chapter which indicates 
that this is the Lord’s teaching not Paul's. 
Note esp. v. 8—despise is lit. “reject” 
or “‘set aside.” Here too reference is 
made to the only means whereby God's 
laws can be obeyed. What is this? (2) 
Although the Thessalonian Christians 
may not have needed the reminder of 
v. 9, do I? How will this affect those 
whom I meet today? (3) What is the 
primary purpose of these thrilling words 
about the resurrection and transforma- 
tion of all who believe in Christ at His 
coming? Is it merely to acquaint us with 
a blueprint of the future? May God en- 


able me to use these truths for comfort 
and not for controversy! 


Tuesday, April 20 

I THESSALONIANS 5 (1) Vv. 1-11 form 
one paragraph describing the alternative 
effects of the day of the Lord. For those 
in Christ it means the completion of 
their salvation (v. 9; cp. I Pet. 1:5); for 
others, exposure to God's wrath (vv, 3 
9). (2) Life meanwhile is not to be 
characterized by ease (sleep) or indul. 
gence (drunkenness) but rather by war. 
fare. How may I be protected from sin’s 
onslaughts upon my heart (the breast. 
plate) and upon my thoughts (the hel. 
met)? (3) What promise can I find in 
this chapter that enables me to read all 
its injunctions without despair? 
Wednesday, April 21 

II THESSALONIANS 1 (1) Observe how 
definite and specific Paul’s prayers are, 
Cp. v. 3 with I Thess. 3:10, 12. Are my 
prayers for others so vague that I fail 
to recognize God's answers and so fail 
to give Him the thanks? (2) “The 
righteous judgment of God” (v. 5) is 
this, that he who actually suffers for 
Christ’s sake is thereby plainly shown to 
be a member of His kingdom. Read 
Matt. 5:10. This can be a real comfort 
in time of persecution. What additional 
assurance is given here (vv. 6-10) ? (3) 
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If those dear to me were undergoing ( 


severe treatment for their faith, how 
would I pray? Have I learned to desire 
first the glory of the Lord in every cit- 
cumstance (v, 12)? 


Thursday, April 22 

II THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 (1) What 
ate two definite signs that must precede 
the Lord’s coming again? (2) V. 5 
speaks of one who now /ets, seventeenth- 
century English for “hinders” or “re- 
strains.” Opinions differ both as to 
whom this refers to and as to the identity 
of antichrist. But over against the con- 
summate and powerful wickedness of 
such a one, what comforting assurance 
are we given here? (3) The theme of 
these verses is a warning against being 
deceived. Cp. Matt. 24:24. What course 
lays a man open to deceit? What is 
God’s consequent judgment (v. 11)? 
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How may I detect and guard against the 
errors of Satan? 


Friday, April 23 
I] THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:5 (1) What 


was the intended effect of this passage 
upon its readers, coming after 2:1-12? 
How can these words be a strength to 
me? (2) Trace the process of salvation 
ss outlined in vv. 13, 14. It is all of 
God. What only is required of man (v. 
13)? Even that is His gift (Eph. 2:8). 
(3) What is the outcome in this life 
of God’s marvellous grace (vv. 17 and 
3:4)? (4) How obedient am I to the 
Lord in praying as He commands (v. 1) ? 
Cp. Matt. 9:38. 


Saturday, April 24 

Il THESSALONIANS 3:6-18 (1) The re- 
peated disorderly means “without disci- 
pline” or “‘unregimented.” Where does 
the Christian find the standards by which 
to order his life? How am I to look upon 
these, as Paul’s or as Christ’s? Note vv. 
6,12 & cp. I Thess. 2:13. (2) Although 
the disciples had the right (v. 9) as 
ministers of the gospel to be supported 
by those to whom they ministered (cp. 
I Cor. 9:14), for what two reasons did 
Paul and the others waive this right? 
What positive commands should I heed 
if inclined to laziness and gossiping? 
(3) What should my motive always be 
in pointing out to another his fault? 


Sunday, April 25 

Acts 18:1-23 (1) Did Paul’s heavenly 
commission make him despise manual 
labor? Read v, 3 in the light of II Th. 
3:8, 9. If God has called me to preach 
the gospel, have I considered becoming 
a self-supporting Christian worker, i.e. a 
non-professional missionary? (2) What 
enabled Paul to overlook the continual 
Opposition of the Jews and to seek them 
out first in Corinth and in Ephesus (vv. 
4,19)? See II Cor, 5:14. What was the 
tesult of such persistence (v. 8)? (3) 
Corinth was a notoriously wicked city. 
Cf. 1 Cor, 6:9-11, But note how the Lord 
views it (v. 10). Do I thus look upon 
my campus despite all indications to the 
contrary? What then would God have 
me to do (v. 9) ? 
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Monday, April 26 

Acts 18:24-19:20 (1) What part did 
the humble tent-makers, Aquila & Pris- 
cilla, have in the mighty results of v. 28? 
If God is not calling me to preach, is He 
giving me opportunities to explain? 
What is necessary for such a ministry? 
(2) On what basis did Paul break with 
the synagogue in Ephesus as in Corinth 
(18:6, 7)? Observe how regularly Paul 
sought to work first through normal re- 
ligious channels. Does this indicate a 
precedent? (3) Can Satan be overcome 
merely by using the name of Jesus? This 
apparent victory of the devil only served 
to show that the name of Jesus was not 
a mere spell or charm. What then was 
the ultimate result? 

Tuesday, April 27 

AcTs 19:21-41 (1) What lay at the root 
of the Ephesians’ dislike for “that way” 
or, as the Greek gives it, “the Way”? 
Does this same sin ever lie at the root 
of my decisions? Cp. I Ti. 6:10. (2) 
Observe how Paul reached decisions 
(v. 21), how methodically he prepared 
(v. 22) to carry them out, and how 
under God he was enabled to fulfill 
every one of these intentions (cp. 21:1, 
2, 17; 28:16), Is my life one of hap- 
hazard guidance in Christian service, or 
am I using all the intelligence and abili- 
ties God has given me to discern His 
will and to accomplish definite objec- 
tives? 

Wednesday, April 28 

ACTs 20:1-16 (1) Sometimes the means 
to a certain objective must be changed 
(v. 3). But beware of letting that deter 
you from the goal. (2) Study v. 4. Of 
what spiritual value was the association 
of these seven men from various places 
with Paul in his travels? Is book study 
alone sufficient training for the min- 
istry? (3) In what spirit did Paul react 
to the serious interruption of his preach- 
ing caused by the carelessness of a young 
lad? Under God the interruptions can 
become occasions of central importance 
and untold blessing. Is my spirit im- 
mediately in touch with the Lord when 
an accident occurs ? 


Thursday, April 29 
Acts 20:17-38 (1) What did Paul 


mean in saying he was pure from the 
blood of all in Ephesus? Simply that he 
was no murderer? Cp. 18:6 & Ezek. 
33:7-9. How had Paul discharged his 
responsibility (v. 27)? The “all” in v. 
27 qualifies not “you” but ‘“‘counsel’’— 
the will of God in its entirety. Are there 
those about me for whom I shall be held 
accountable if they hear not the gospel ? 
(2) Why did Paul deem it so necessary 
to remind the church of his financial 
arrangements (vv. 33, 34)? Cp. Il 
Thess. 3:8. Is a man’s message all that 
counts (vv. 18, 19)? (3) For every 
warning of disaster God gives a promise 
of comfort, Meditate on the promise 
(v. 32) that follows the warning of vv. 
29, 30, and let your life confirm it. 


Friday, April 30 

I CORINTHIANS 1:1-17 Remember that 
I Corinthians is an answer to a letter 
and that it thus deals with various prob- 
lems in Christian conduct which the 
church at Corinth faced at that time. (1) 
Vv. 2-9 show the position of the be- 
liever in Christ in vivid contrast to his 
actual state (vv. 10-13). List the things 
which are our inheritance as those who 
are “called saints.” What is the qualifi- 
cation for sainthood? (2) The church 
at Corinth was divided into many fac- 
tions just as believers are today. What 
is the answer Paul gave to the problem 
of petty quarreling and division in the 
church? (3) Is the faith I talk about the 
simple gospel that Paul preached? 





Reprobate Silver . 
(Continued from inside cover) 


the worship of mammon, the espousal of 
false doctrine, or a tolerance toward 
heresy in precept or practice. 

History records few instances of a man 
or a movement thus apostasized ever 
being greatly used by God again. Even 
when there is conviction, repentance, and 
forgiveness, seldom is there complete 
restoration in terms of commission and 
power for service. 

The Bible is replete with tragic in- 
stances of this divine judgment—Israel, 
Samson, Solomon. Around us there are 
sad illustrations of dishonorable dis- 

Continued on next page 


charge from Christian service. 

In less than ten years the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship has spread from 
one university in the United States to 
active student organizations on well over 
two hundred campuses. In these colleges 
and universities both in Canada, where 
the movement is a little older, and in the 
United States, chapters have grown from 
despised handfuls vainly seeking permis- 
_ sion to use a classroom for a prayer meet- 
ing to officially recognized, well-estab- 
lished campus organizations with some 
degree of importance and influence. 

It is just at this point, when we may 
be tempted to think that we stand, that 
we may fall. It is here where, failing to 
realize that locally and nationally we 
have only just commenced to possess the 
land—and that the great majority of 
America’s more than a thousand univer- 
sities and colleges have not yet even been 
contacted—that we are in danger of be- 
coming soft, spiritually sterile, and in- 
effective. This is the moment of great 
hazard and danger. There is no possi- 
bility of remaining stationary in this spir- 
itual conflict. If we are not forging ahead, 
Possessing mew student frontiers for 
Christ, fighting valiantly in this ceaseless 
conflict, we are in retreat and this is likely 
to end in complete rout. 

Three things must always be true of 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
and of all its chapters if we are to con- 
tinue an instrument of God—forgetting, 
striving, depending. Forgetting—the 
Biblical forgetting of past accomplish- 
ment together with an entire absence of 
thinking that the task is in any sense fin- 
ished, the goal attained. Striving—the 
constant effort of struggling to climb to 
new spiritual heights, to reach more and 
more students with the gospel, to seek 
more power from the Holy Spirit, en- 
larged gifts of the Spirit, greater loyalty 
to God and to His Word. Depending— 
the moment-by-moment attitude of trust 
and dependence upon the Lord to keep 
from falling, to perform His good work 
in us until the day of Jesus Christ, to 
deliver us from evil. 

Neither individually nor as an organ- 
ization can we keep ourselves. Seeds of 
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decay are in men and movements. Only 
the Word of God coupled with the en- 
livening, purifying Spirit of God can and 
will save us from Jeremiah’s judgment: 
“Reprobate silver shall men call them, 
because the Lord hath rejected them” 
(Jeremiah 6:30). END. 


News of the Campus 
(Continued from back cover) 

e At Colorado A & M, Calvin Chao, 
General Secretary of the China IVF, 
brought a powerful message on ‘“Com- 
plete Surrender.” At its close, he asked 
those who were willing to make a com- 
plete committal of everything to Christ 
—even if it should mean death on a for- 
eign field—to stand. Quietly, one by one, 
about 70 students stood. Thinking per- 
haps he had not made himself clear, he 
asked them all to be seated, and re- 
peated the invitation—that he was talk- 
ing about being willing even to die for 
Christ on the mission field. The same 
students—and a few others—stood. In 
writing about it, staff member Eugene 
Thomas said, ‘Afterward, about 10 or 
15 testified, and really I am at a loss 
for words to describe it. I would say that 
it was one of the most remarkable meet- 
ings I have attended. There was no dem- 
onstration—it was a quiet, dignified 
meeting in every way. The Holy Spirit 
was truly with us....” 

e@ The result of the faithful witness 
of members of the University of Nebras- 
ka chapter bore fruit last month when 
three students accepted Christ as Saviour 
during a visit to that campus by Hans 
Burki shortly before his return to Switz- 
erland. 

@ The Milwaukee State Christian 
Fellowship was not satisfied to do all 
its campaigning last fall when school 
started. They saw the beginning of the 
second semester as another opportunity 
to publicize the activities of their group 
... 80 they printed some new, attractive 
promotional literature and had it avail- 
able for incoming freshmen at the MSCF 
“sign-up” table at the end of registration 
line. The first social gathering sched- 
uled for the second semester was a com- 
bined Freshman-Valentine party. 


e@ The University of Minnesota chap. 
ter, Duluth branch, reports that they pat 
a twenty-five-minute broadcast on th 
air in February, and hope to do so agi 
very soon. This chapter not only hy 
two morning d.p.m.’s*, but has Organ. 
ized a prayer chain which carries q 
throughout each day. 

e@ When Stanley E. Taylor, who wrote 
“Movies Go To Church” for His, Jay. 
uary, 1947, went out to the University of 
Southern California to study motion pic: 
tures with a view to Christian film pn. 
duction, he found four other men in the 
same division, also called by God to this 
new ministry. As His secretary on the 
Trojan campus, Stan reports that IVC 
is definitely making great strides, and js 
at present one of “the most live-wire 
religious organizations at USC.” Jus 
before Christmas, the group retreated to 
the mountains for a couple of days of 
spiritual refreshment. There are now i 
least four d.p.m.’s* on each school day, 
and one on Sunday at a Hollywood 
church, 

e Half-hour meetings that vary in 
program from prayer to missionary ot 
devotional or evangelistic meetings ate 
being held each noon by the chapter a 
Western Washington College of Edue 
tion in Bellingham. 

e A recent Inter-Varsity newsletter 
reports that “between 45 and 50 forme 
IVCF students are studying for the gos 
pel ministry in one seminary alone... 
and there are more than 12 other semi- 
naries where groups of IVCF student 
are enrolled.” END. 
* Daily prayer meetings. 

RAPE CTE A RS A TL 
News of World Campuses 

(Continued from inside back cover) 

centers, all tell of the wonderful oppor 
tunity of these days and it is grand to 
hear of students accepting Christ in # 
most every place. At the same time ¥ 
often feel handicapped by the lack 0 
workers, though the very lack of met 
emphasizes the fact that it is indeed the 
Spirit of God who has been responsible 
for the growth of the Fellowship dur 
ing the past two and a half years.” END. 


HIS, APRIL, 1948 





ota chap. 
they pu 
; ON the 
SO apain 
Only has 


IS. Organ. 
Ties 0g 


ho wrote 
His, Jan- 
versity of 
tion pic: 
film pro 
en in the 
dd to this 
y On the 
at IVCF 
S, and js 
live-wire 
C.”" Jus 
reated to 
- days of 
e now at 
n001 day, 
ollywood 


vaty in 
Onaty or 
tings are 
hapter at 
if Educa 


ewslettet 
0 former 
the gos- 
lone... 
ner semi- 
students 

END. 


over) 
1 oppor: 
grand to 
ist in al 
time we 
- Jack of 
of met 
deed the 
sponsible 
hip dut- 
rs.”” END. 


1.948 


? 


4 news of WORLD CAMPUSES 
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¢ Bjarne Hareide, writing from Nor- 
way, says that in many respects the 
Norges Kristelige Student-og Gymnas- 
iastlag (Norwegian IVCF) has had a 
good year. However, the spirit of revival 
has not been present to the same extent 
as before the war. This lack has brought 
forth much earnest prayer on the part 
of the student leaders . . . and the result 
in many groups has been a greater effort 
to make contacts with unconverted stu- 
dents, in order to win them to Christ. 


¢ Through the Foreign Student Fund, 
the American and Canadian IVCF or- 
ganizations are contributing $125 for 
the erection of a cabin in the new camp 
being built in San Jose by the Latin 
American Mission for student work. It 
is expected that Ruth Petty and Fred 
Denton—who are active in student work 
in Costa Rica—will have a part in this 
camp, which will be attended by many 
Inter-Varsity students. 

Ruth Petty has just returned from a 
special trip to Panama, and reports the 
commencement of a student group in 
the collegio at Panama, and two very 
encouraging contacts in the University 
of Panama proper. Students are asked to 
pray that these may -result in the estab- 
lishment of an effective testimony for 
the Lord there. 


Friends of Edward and Margaret 
Pentecost, who are working among stu- 
dents in Mexico, should note their new 
address: 


Arenal Num. 42 

Col. Villa Obregon 

Mexico D.F., Mexico 

Mr. Pentecost reports that during the 

fecent vacation period, he and a team of 
four students (three of them being med 
students) made an ev angelistic tour of 
the State of Tabasco in Mexico. Nearly 


two thousand persons were contacted in 
the 65 meetings that were held. 

Evidently firm believers in the godli- 
ness-cleanliness alliance, the team fol- 
lowed up the evangelistic services with 
conferences on health and _ hygiene, 
since the people generally live in the 
midst of very unsanitary conditions, The 
team returned to Mexico City the first 
part of February, enthusiastic about the 
privilege the Lord had given them of 
leading a number into the joy of salva- 
tion. 


Dr. Gwendolyn Shepherd from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, is meeting 
with a group for prayer that God may 
raise up an effective evangelical inter- 
denominational student work in the 
University of Argentina. 


The first newsletter circulated by 
Mlle. Raymonde Brunel concerning the 
Groupes Bibliques Universitaires de 
France (French IVCF) contains both 
encouraging and discouraging notes. 

Almost all the various schools (Lan- 
guages, Science, Law, Medicine, Art) 
are represented in the GBU at the Unz- 
versity of Lyon. A nearby evangelical 
church has loaned this group a meeting- 
place which includes the use of the elec- 
tricity without charge, and the gas, too, 
when they want to have tea! 

After some studies on the authority of 
the Scriptures, the Lyon chapter has 
launched into a series of discussions on 
Ephesians. Since the GBU’ers at Lyon 
are musically-minded, they hope to or- 
ganize a choir or glee club very shortly. 

The groups at Marseille and Paris 
need much prayer that they may be able 


to overcome difficulties that now stand - 


in the way of an effective student wit- 
ness. c 

Among the discouraging factors is 
the difficulty in communication between 
the various groups and their staff mem- 
ber, because of the recent rail and postal 
strikes in France. 


The group at A/x has been revived, 
after a number of years of inactivity. 
The recent visit of Dr. René Pache to 
that school resulted in the forming of a 
weekly Bible study class, at which the 
students will examine and analyze the 
Gospel of John. 

A dozen students at A/és have resumed 
the weekly Bible study, using the Gospel 
of Mark. Since they represent only one 
of the colleges at Alés, they are praying 
for and seeking an opportunity to get in 
contact with students from the other 
schools, even though the doors seem to 
be closed tightly for the present. 


® Miss Irene Webster-Smith has 
taken up her residence in Tokyo for the 
time being, and has a room overlooking 
the Mitsui Garden. Her telephone num- 
ber is 45.2544, in case any chapter 
would like to make a transoceanic visit 
by phone! Her new address—for those 
who did not see it in the last issue of 
His—is as follows: 
CIE, GHQ, SCAP, 
APO 500, c/o Postmaster, 
San Francisco, California 
This assignment of an APO number 
by American headquarters in Japan 
makes possible the sending of first-class 
mail at the regular U.S. airmail rate of 
Sc per ounce, and packages at the reg- 
ular U.S. parcel rates. 


Although the tide of Communism 
is sweeping through parts of northern 
and central China, so that in some cases 
student activities have been curtailed, 
David H. Adeney, IVCF missionary with 
headquarters at Nanking, writes encour- 
aging news from that nation. The IVF 
headquarters in Nanking are in a garage, 
and from this place John Chang sends 
out literature and letters to the 70 or 
80 Chinese chapters. Several IVF ‘books 
have been translated during the past year 
into Chinese, and each month a news- 
paper and the Scripture Union notes go 
out to the student groups. 

In a recent newsletter, he says, ‘‘Let- 
ters from Frank Harris in Chengtu, Hsu 
Min Chi in Chungking, Mrs. Contento 
in Sian, Leslie Lyall in Peiping, as well 
as from student leaders in other smaller 
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© The mission study group of the 


University of Minnesota IVCF chapter 


recently met to pack some boxes of food 
for Clara Chaffin, a nurse from S+. Olaf 
College who attended the Toronto Mis- 
sionary Convention, and who is now in 
Paris studying French before going on 
to Madagascar this spring. Someone 
brought a recorder and the group re- 
corded their greetings and a brief service. 


® With the beginning of the second 
semester, the Fellowship has announced 
some changes and replacements in staff 
personnel. Ralph Willoughby, former 
president of the IVCF chapter at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, began his work as 
staff member in upper New York State 
the first of March. He replaced Gunnar 
Hoglund, who left to take up new duties 
as Executive Director of the Hi-Crusad- 
er Clubs in Chicago. 


Paul Beckwith, staff member who has 
been in the field of evangelism and 
Bible study this fall, has replaced Rob- 
ert Maston in the Ohio-western Pennsyl- 
vania area. 

Herbert Netsth, staff member in 
Washington, has a new assistant in his 
wife, Lydia, who helps by contacting the 
junior colleges in that state. 

Garry Demarest is another new part- 
time staff member. He is assisting Wal- 
ter Wessel in the southern California 
area. 


The chapters in Oregon bade farewell 
to staff member Rosalind Rinker last 


week as she left them to return to her 
field in China. She expected to sail with 
Calvin Chao, General Secretary of the 
China IVF who has recently visited a 
number of North American campuses. 
They planned to stop over both at Ha- 
waii and the Philippine Islands to in- 
vestigate the possibilities of establish- 
ing a student witness on those islands. 
* An idea worth repeating is Reas- 
selaer Polytechnic Institute chapter's pro- 
ject of having each member forego one 
meal a week, and putting the money 
thus saved into a fund for starving Euro- 
peans. The fund has been totalling ten 
dollars a week. 

Thirty IVCF members of this chapter 
recently spent a week end in the moun- 
tains, and enjoyed a couple of days of 
pure relaxation—skiing, hiking, enjoy- 
ing home-cooked food, and most impor- 
tant of all, studying the Word. 


® The week end of February 14-15 
marked the third annual midwinter con- 
ference of the colleges of the Tri-city 
area (R.P.J., Union College, and New 
York State Teachers). The following 
week, an unexpected 150 came to Cor- 
nell's third annual midwinter confer- 
ence. Although the scheduled speaker 
was not able to come, a time of rich 
blessing was reported. 


e This “third annual’ business goes 
on in the West, too, as the University of 
Arizona chapter reports plans for its third 


annual Easter Retreat, to be held thi 
year at Mt. Lemmon. Staff member Wah 
ter Wessel is to be the main speaker, | 


® The IVCF chapter at W ashingta 
State College now has a team participg 
ing in intramural basketball, and regan 
this as a means of augmenting their wif 
ness, This chapter is thanking the Lor 
that a group has been getting under 
on the neighboring campus at the Um 
versity of Idaho. This had been a deff 
nite matter of prayer on the part g 
W.S.C. all last year. Though rivals @ 
sports and academic activities, the tw 
campuses are one in Christ and are @f 
joying fellowship together as they 
tend one another’s chapter meetings, | 


It is evident from the reports thal 
the Lord has been richly blessing # 
ministry of Dr. Ferenc H. Kiss on th 
various campuses where he has visited 
His messages—presented by a man wh 
thoroughly knows his field (anatomy af 
histology) and who just as thorough 
knows the Word of God—have bee 
well-received. Since Dr. Kiss was unabl 
to get a trip to the University of Illin 
in his schedule, students from th 
school came to Chicago instead and spé 
a very profitable afternoon with hima 
the home of staff member Cleo Buxte 
At the University of Michigan, Dr. 
stayed a week, and brought messages 
a number of groups. Two meetin 
which were opened to the general p 
lic were attended by 200 persons. St 
dents at Washington State College repo 
great interest in Dr. Kiss’s helpful pm 
sentation of the scriptural and scienti 
truths concerning the evolutionary tf 
ory. 

® The chapter at S/, Cloud Teach 
College (Minnesota) report that @ 
two weeks’ mission conducted by Roba 
Finley on that campus early this 
“left a marked difference.” 
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